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The Legacy Fund Restoration Evaluation Program
provides a framework to evaluate and learn from
Legacy Fund investments to restore habitat in
Minnesota. Every year we work with project
managers and visit restorations around the state.
Highlights from the projects and lessons learned
are communicated back to the restoration
community to improve the quality of restorations
in Minnesota. As directed by statute, we evaluate
projects relative to current science and stated
goals.

We convene a panel of restoration experts to
review site evaluations, identify any problems with

implementation, and form recommendations to
improve future restorations. Recommendations Photo 1. Site visits are an important part of restoration
include actions for Project Managers, State evaluations. Gathering knowledge from project
managers, inspecting site conditions, and surveying
vegetation contribute to our understanding of
restoration outcomes.

Agencies, Funding Organizations, and the
restoration practitioner community at large.
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Figure 1 Restoration Evaluation Program Model.



ML 2026 Activities

In 2026, up to 20 OHF projects will be evaluated and 3 revisited for follow-up evaluations.

Considerations for OHF Project Selections:

e Geographic location and project managers - We
evaluate projects in all regions of the state and
prioritize unvisited counties and projects
implemented by organizations we have not
worked with before.

e Habitat type. Evaluations encompass the
diverse habitats and activities funded by OHF.

e Evaluation theme/focus. Evaluating a suite of
similar projects can yield deeper insights into
specific restoration practices. For example, in
2022, several OHF buckthorn control projects
were visited which resulted in a specific
recommendation to improve this work: Phased
Approach for Buckthorn Management. In 2025
we are focusing on stream restorations.

What do we gain from evaluating restorations?

Tracking Success and Identifying Areas for
Improvement

Of 301 projects evaluated to date:
e 77% on track to meet/exceed stated goals

e 84% utilized current science
e 74% were implemented without problems

These numbers are encouraging but there is still
opportunity to do better for Minnesotans. Our
evaluation process supports continuous
improvement of Legacy funded restorations.

Recommendations to Improve Restorations

These range from general best practices that apply

to all restorations:

e Improved Documentation, Multidisciplinary
Project Teams, Restoration Training, technical
review and guidance

To targeted for specific, often challenging projects:

e Planning and Vegetation for Stream Projects

e Implementation of Common Carp Barriers

e New 2024: Best Practices for Goat Browsing

Communicating with Stakeholders

Program communications support the
recommendations of the Panel and highlight
successful practices. These include:

e Collaborating with the University of Minnesota
Extension and series of 16 “Improving
Restorations” webinars:
https://extension.umn.edu/environmental-

education/improving-restorations

e “What’s Working in Minnesota” project
highlights in the annual report. The 2024 report
highlights strategic ongoing savanna and prairie
restoration at Lake EImo Park Reserve in
Washington County. This project included
targeted habitat guidance and measures for
restoring habitat for the endangered Rusty

patched bumble bee.

Jessica Peterson
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