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History & Geography

 Within the Crooked Lake HUC 12 

Subwatershed

 Crooked Lake, a large shallow lake,  originally 

of the Long Prairie River Watershed was 

channelized and drained into Lake Osakis, 

the natural Headwater of the Sauk River.

 This drainage system is 303D listed for E. Coli 

(2012) and is responsible for 30 % of the total 

Phosphorous loading into lake Osakis.

 Highly degraded wetland, stream, and 

upland habitat. 
Restoration Location

Drained Crooked Lake

Lake Osakis



Crooked Lake 

Subwatershed

Project 
Location

Former Crooked Lake 

and natural outlet to 

Long Prairie River

• A focus of Resource 

Management for the SRWD in 

alignment with the Sauk River 

Comprehensive Watershed 

Management Plan (SRCWMP)

• Improvements (upland and 

wetland restoration & 

Enhancement will yield 

significant benefits for 

migratory birds, upland 

species, pollinators, benthic 

Invertebrates, Fisheries, 

pollution load reduction, & 

water quality.



Meets Goals and Priority Actions for Future of 

the Forest Prairie Transition Eco-region



Before Construction

Plant community dominated by hybridized & invasive cattail (USFWS).



During Construction

Erosion Controlled Diversion along I94 Sheet Pile Wier Installation



During Construction - Aerial/Drone 

Raised road and culverts installed to connect bisected wetland 

basins, and to accommodate operation of the outlet structure to 

benefit wildlife.



During Construction - Aerial/Drone 

Facing I94 west



During Construction- Aerial/Drone

East Facing



Spring 2023- Construction Complete

• Basin filled for the first time 

since originally drained.

• Deeply rooted hybrid cattail 

is expected to drown and 

die off over the next handful 

of years, leaving prime 

shallow open water habitat 

for migratory birds and 

waterfowl. 

• Erosion BMP’s in place until 
vegetation establishes



Summer 2023



Final Product



Design Plans

Overall design & 

Wetland Delineation



Additional 

Design Details



Design Plans

• Erosion Control BMPs

• Culvert Installation

• Field Road



Design Plans

Earthen Berm along I94W 

with rat-proof 

reinforcement to prevent 

public safety risk, and 

protect the roadway.



Design Plans

• Sheet Pile Weir



January 2022 Approved Status Update by previous Water Resource 

Manager  



Permitting- Great River Energy



Permitting- MNDOT



Permitting- The United States Army Corp of 

Engineers



Permitting- SRWD



Permitting- Wetland Conservation Act



Permitting- DNR



Expense Tracking to Fund Code 357 

11.24.2021 Project Engineering



Expense Tracking Fund Code 357-

4.28.2022



Expense Tracking Code 357 5.24.2022 

Project Engineering



Expense Tracking Code 357 8.18.2023

Project Engineering

Fund Tracking



Expense Tracking Code 357 10.27.2022 

Project Engineering



Expense Tracking Code 357 12.30.2022 

Construction



Expense Tracking Code 357 6.8.2023 

Construction



Expense Tracking Code 357 6.22.2023

Engineering



Expense Tracking Code 357 Construction 

6.22.2033



Project Ad for Bids – Pope County Tribune 

7.21.2022



Project Ad for Bids – Forum 

Communications 7.21.2022



Project Ad for Bids – Paynesville Press 

7.21.2022



Project Ad for Bids – Star Publications 

8.18.2022



Project Ad for Bids – Long Prairie Leader 

8.18.2022



Project Ad for Bids – Cold Spring Record 

8.18.2022
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