


 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

      
  

    

     
   

    
     

 

Preventing Forest Fragmentation and Protecting 
Wildlife Habitat at the Edge of the Boundary Waters 

CONSERVATION OPPORTUNITY 

Arizona has the Grand Canyon. Wyoming has 
Yellowstone. Minnesota has the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness. 

This Project will permanently protect 686 
acres of forestland at the edge of the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, encompass over 
two miles of riparian shoreline and 3,500 feet of 
lakeshore. Friends of the Boundary Waters 
Wilderness will purchase the Project Area in fee 
title, permanently own and manage the property 
for wildlife habitat, and continue to pay property 
taxes to Lake County and other local 
governments. 

This is superb forest habitat for moose, 
gray wolf, Canada lynx, black bear, fisher, marten, 
bald eagle, ruffed and spruce grouse, 
northern goshawk, and other species of greatest 
concern. 

Funding Request and Outcomes 
• Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness 

requests $1,805,000 to purchase in fee title 
686 acres of forest with more than two miles of 
riparian shoreline and 3,500 feet of lakeshore 

• Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness 
will permanently own and manage the Project 
Area and pay property taxes 

• Prevents forest fragmentation, protects shore-
line habitat and maintains wildlife corridors 
connected to thousands of acres of public land 

• Provides wildlife habitat for moose, gray wolf, 
Canada lynx, fisher, marten, bald eagle, ruffed 
and spruce grouse, northern goshawk, and 
other species of greatest concern 

• Opens new lands to public hunting and fishing 
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CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT AND STEWARDSHIP 

Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness is a 501(c)(3) nonproft 
with over 5,000 members. Friends has assisted in conservation land 
acquisitions since the 1980s. In 2019, Friends’ volunteers worked 
3,320 hours with National Forest rangers on conservation projects. 

To develop wildlife management plans for the Project Area, the 
Friends has formed an advisory council  that includes the Director 
of the University of Minnesota Center for Forest Ecology, a natural 
resources professor at Vermilion Community College, and the chief 
ranger at the Superior National Forest Kawishiwi Ranger District. 

MISSION: 

To protect, preserve and 
restore the wilderness 
character of the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness and Quetico-
Superior ecosystem. 

Chris Knopf, Executive Director | 651.999.9565 | chris@friends-bwca.org 

2550 University Ave. W. Suite 180S Saint Paul, MN 55114 
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