
           

         

     

                

    
  

      
    

     
   

     
                 

     
            

    
    

      
    

     
     

      
       

   
     

      
     

              

           
 

To: Lessard Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 

From: Annie Johnson, Grants Manager & Conservation Specialist, Northern Waters Land Trust 

Date: May 3, 2021 

RE: Fee Title Acquisition on Property with Stream Access Easement 

Northern Waters Land Trust (NWLT) is working on a fee title acquisition in Hubbard County through the 
Fisheries Habitat Protection on Strategic North Central Minnesota Lakes -Phase VI grant (ML 2020, Ch. 
104, Art. 1, Sec. 2, subd 5(d)). This acquisition will include approximately 657 acres of land along the 
Kabekona River, which is a 17-mile naturally reproducing brook trout stream that flows into Kabekona 
Lake. This river is home to a variety of wildlife such as osprey, trumpeter swan, American black bear, 
river otter, and bobcat.1 

This 657 acre parcel is currently owned by The Conservation Fund (TCF). TCF purchased approximately 
72,000 acres of land including this parcel from PotlatchDeltic in October 2020. Their intention is to keep 
these Potlatch lands from being further divided and to retain working forests in northern Minnesota. 
Their goal is to have these lands transferred into public ownership within ten years. 

NWLT first met with TCF staff in December 2020 to express interest in helping to protect these 
properties. NWLT discussed with DNR Forestry and TCF specific protection opportunities that meet the 
Clean Water Critical Habitat project (i.e., Outdoor Heritage Fund - Fisheries Habitat Protection on 
Strategic North Central Minnesota Lakes) that protects land within tullibee refuge watersheds in Aitkin, 
Cass, Crow Wing, and Hubbard Counties. Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Forestry received 
Hubbard County approval in 2019 to acquire this Kabekona River complex, which is directly adjacent to 
Hubbard County land (see Fig. 1). NWLT’s intention is to purchase this complex and convey it to the 
State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources – Forestry. 

In late March 2021 NWLT learned about a stream access easement for the portion of the Kabekona River 
flowing through the complex. This easement runs 60’ on either side of the Kabekona River for 1.6 miles 
and allows for public use and access of the corridor for fishing purposes only and allows the DNR access 
for habitat improvement. This trout stream easement covers 22.9 acres of the proposed 657 acre 
acquisition/conveyance or 3.5 percent of the total acreage. Historically, the DNR has controlled beavers 

1 “Protecting Water Quality in Kabekona Lake,” November 7, 2019. https://mnland.org/2019/11/07/protecting-
water-quality-in-kabekona-lake/. 

https://mnland.org/2019/11/07/protecting


    
    

    
   

   
   

         

   
          

            
       

       

on the river to avoid impoundments and warming water temperatures. No additional habitat work is 
planned or necessary at this time. 

The conservation benefits provided with this fee title acquisition and conveyance to DNR Forestry 
enhances the prior State of Minnesota investment in the trout stream access corridor. The public 
ownership of the complex provides fish and wildlife habitat as well as public recreational benefits. The 
protection of this complex especially benefits the trout stream and Kabekona Lake, a tullibee refuge 
lake, by protecting water quality and temperature in these vulnerable cold-water systems. 

The appraisal of the proposed fee title acquisition will take into consideration any impacts of the 
State’s trout stream access easement to the value of the property. 

The Northern Waters Land Trust requests approval by the Lessard Sams Outdoor Heritage Council of 
the proposed fee title acquisition on Kabekona River. 

Figure 1: Kabekona River complex, 657 acre parcel. 
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