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Metro Big Rivers 
4FMFDUFE�"DDPNQMJTINFOUT

4FQUFNCFS�����

5IF�QSPKFDU�TVNNBSJFT�UIBU�GPMMPX�IJHIMJHIU�TPNF� 
BDDPNQMJTINFOUT�PG�UIF�.FUSP�#JH�3JWFST�QBSUOFSTIJQ� 
XJUI�0VUEPPS�)FSJUBHF�'VOE�HSBOUT��

5IFTF�BSF�FYBNQMFT�PG�UIF�XPSL�PG�UIJT�QBSUOFSTIJQ�BOE� 
UIF�JNQBDU�BDIJFWFE�XJUI�UIF�HSBOUT�SFDPNNFOEFE�CZ� 
UIF�-FTTBSE�4BNT�0VUEPPS�)FSJUBHF�$PVODJM�

'PS�NPSF�JOGPSNBUJPO
�QMFBTF�DPOUBDU�%FCPSBI�-PPO
�QSPKFDU�MFBE�GPS� 
the .FUSP�#JH�3JWFST partnership
�PS�BOZ�QBSUOFS�listed CFMPX�

%FC�-PPO
�.JOOFTPUB�7BMMFZ�5SVTU���EMPPO!NOWBMMFZUSVTU�PSH
� 
�������������NPCJMF

#FUTZ�%BVC
�'SJFOET�PG�.JTTJTTJQQJ�3JWFS���CEBVC!GNS�PSH
� 
�������������NPCJMF

%+�'PSCFT
�5SVTU�GPS�1VCMJD�-BOE���EK�GPSCFT!UQM�PSH
�����308-5531 
mobile

,SJTUJOB�(FJHFS
�.JOOFTPUB�-BOE�5SVTU���LHFJHFS!NOMBOE�PSH
� 
�������������NPCJMF

5PEE�3FYJOF
�(SFBU�3JWFS�(SFFOJOH���USFYJOF!HSFBUSJWFSHSFFOJOH�PSH
� 
�������������NPCJMF�



.-����
�.-�������.-����

5IF�8�)��)PVMUPO�$POTFSWBUJPO�"SFB�JT�����BDSFT�BU�UIF�DPOGMVFODF�PG�UIF�.JTTJTTJQQJ�BOE�&ML�3JWFST��*U�
XBT�BDRVJSFE�CZ�UIF�5SVTU�GPS�1VCMJD�-BOE�XJUI�0VUEPPS�)FSJUBHF�'VOET�UISPVHI�.FUSP�#JH�3JWFST�
1IBTFT���BOE���	.-�����������
��
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Phase 1 floodplain forest areas during and after significant invasive plant removal, followed by 
additional seeding, spot treatments and volunteer work. 

Phase 2 prairie during and two years after seeding. FMR followed seeding with maintenance 
mows and spot sprays. The first prescribed burn on 1/3 of these acres will be in 2020. 

The wildlife habitat benefits of the project so far are obvious, as prairie skinks (left) and yellow 
bumblebees (Bombus fervidus; state threatened species) have begun to colonize the site.
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'VOE� BOE� QBSUOFST
� 5SPVU� #SPPL� /BUVSF� 4BODUVBSZ� 
POF� BHBJO� JT� B� SFGVHF� GPS� XJMEMJGF� BOE� OBUVSBM� 
TQBDF� GPS� SFTJEFOUT� JO�an otherwise under-served 
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�TP�UPP�XBT�UIF�OFJHICPSIPPE� 
DPOOFDUJPO�UP�UIF�OBUVSBM�FOWJSPONFOU��

5IJT�IBCJUBU�QSPKFDU�IBT�SFDSFBUFE�BO�FDPMPHJDBMMZ� 
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GREAT RIVER GREENING
251 Starkey Street, Suite 2200�
Saint Paul, MN 55107

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Restored & Enhanced:
37 Acres

Location:
Ramsey County

Project Budget:
$274,181

Outdoor Heritage Fund:
$93,000 ML2013
$44,000 ML2014

Leverage Funds:
City of St. Paul ................... $ 74,825
Environment & Natural Resources 
Trust Fund .......................... $45,565
Major League Baseball ....... $  8,291
3M Foundation .................... $  4,000
St. Paul Garden Club .......... $  4,500





MINNESOTA LAND TRUST
2356 University Avenue West, Suite 240
Saint Paul MN, 55114
(651) 647-9550 • mnland.org

Silver Creek (Goodwin)
This 46-acre property consists of rolling grasslands 
and forested bluffs that slope to the  wetlands and 
meandering stream of Silver Creek. South of the 
property Silver Creek flows over federally-protected 
Fairy Falls to the St. Croix River. One of the last 
remaining large parcels in Washington County’s 
Silver-Twin Lakes high priority conservation area, 
the property’s undeveloped shoreline and natural 
habitat help protect rare and threatened species 
including the critically imperiled butternut tree and 
freshwater mussels.

The property contains former agricultural fields 
that, with funding from the Outdoor Heritage Fund 
and in partnership with the landowner, Washington 
Conservation District and Carnelian-Marine-St. 
Croix Watershed District, the Land Trust is restoring 
to prairie and oak savanna, further enhancing the 
ecological integrity of the Twin Cities big rivers.

PROJECT INFORMATION
Protected
46 acres

Location
Washington County

Easement Acquisition Date
June 25, 2020

Acquisition Amount
Funding Sources:
Outdoor Heritage Fund .......................$247,560
Washington County Land & Water
Legacy Program ......................................$165,040
Donative Value from Landowner...................$0

Metro Big Rivers – Phase 8
ML 2018, Ch. 208, Art. 1, Sec. 2, Subd. 5(a)
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Rapids Lake Unit AdditionT,
Minnesota Valley�/BUJPOBM
8ildlife Refuge
Outdoor Heritage Funds helped the Minnesota Valley 
Trust DPNQMFUF�UISFF�IJHI�QSJPSJUZ�GFe title 
BDRVJTJUJPOT�UIBU�BEE�����BDSFT to the Rapids Lake 
Unit of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
in Carver County. 

These acquisitions protect�TJHOJGJDBOU oak savanna, 
remnant prairie, oak basswood forest
�seasonal 
ephemeral wetlands BOE�MBLF�TIPSFMJOF�from 
residential development. An initial BioBlitz identified 
more than 200 species, including the endangered 
Henslow’s Sparrow, Bloodroot, Pasqueflower, 
Kittentail (a state threatened species), Buffalo Bean, 
Bergamot, Common Milkweed, Whorled Milkweed, 
and Green Milkweed. Bur Oaks with wide branching 
limbs are indicative of historic oak savanna.

OHF grant GVOET�of $�
���,000 UISPVHI�.FUSP�#JH�
3JWFST�1IBTFT��
���BOE���XFSF leveraged with 
$�
���
����in other, private funds�

Protected:
����acres

Location:
Carver County

Purchase Dates:�
April ��Nov� 2017
�4FQU������

Total Acquisition Costs: ..................................... 

Funding Sources:
0utdoor Heritage Fund  ..................................  
1Sivate funds  ........................................��������������. 

$�
���
���

$�
���,000
$1,���
���

130+&$5�*/'03."5*0/

Habitat restoration and enhancement QMBOT�include�
CVJMEJOH�EFNPMJUJPO
�TFFEJOH
 invasive woody 
species�SFNPWBM, XFUMBOE�BOE�QSBJSJF�SFTUPSBUJPO�PG�
UIF�BHSJDVMUVSBM�GJFME and prescribed fire. 3�&�GVOEJOH�
JT�UISPVHI�.#3�1IBTFT���BOE��
�B�.FUSP�$POTFSWBUJPO�
1BSUOFST�-FHBDZ�HSBOU�BOE�QSJWBUF�GVOET�

After restoration, the propertJFT will be transferred to 
the USFWS and opened to the public for hunting and 
other wildlife-dependent recreation�
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Dahlgren Twp., Carver Co., Twp. 115N, Rng. 24W, Secs. 25 & 36
San Francisco Twp., Carver Co., Twp. 115N, Rng. 23W, Sec. 31

Anderson, Lenzen & Lundquist Tracts (109.1 acres)
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MN Valley Trust OHF Acquisitions

MN Valley National Wildlife Refuge

MN DNR Carver Highlands WMA
(managed by USFWS)



THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND
2610 University Avenue West, Suite 300
Saint Paul MN, 55114
(651) 999.5312 • tpl.org
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