
Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2016, section 97A.056, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 

Subd. 3. Council recommendations. (a) The council shall make recommendations to the legislature 

on appropriations of money from the outdoor heritage fund that are consistent with the Constitution and 

state law and that will achieve the outcomes of existing natural resource plans, including, but not limited 

to, the Minnesota Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan, that directly relate to the restoration, 

protection, and enhancement of wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for fish, game, and wildlife, and 

that prevent forest fragmentation, encourage forest consolidation, and expand restored native prairie. In 

making recommendations, the council shall consider a range of options that would best restore, protect, 

and enhance wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for fish, game, and wildlife. The council's 

recommendations shall be submitted no later than January 15 each year. The council shall present its 

recommendations to the senate and house of representatives committees with jurisdiction over the 

environment and natural resources budget by February 15 in odd-numbered years, and within the first 

four weeks of the legislative session in even-numbered years. The council's budget recommendations to 

the legislature shall be separate from the Department of Natural Resource's budget recommendations. 

(b) To encourage and support local conservation efforts, the council shall establish a 

conservation partners program. Local, regional, state, or national organizations may apply for matching 

grants for restoration, protection, and enhancement of wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for fish, 

game, and wildlife, prevention of forest fragmentation, encouragement of forest consolidation, and 

expansion of restored native prairie. 

(c) The council may work with the Clean Water Council to identify projects that are consistent 

with both the purpose of the outdoor heritage fund and the purpose of the clean water fund. 

(d) The council may make recommendations to the Legislative-Citizen Commission on 

Minnesota Resources on scientific research that will assist in restoring, protecting, and enhancing 

wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for fish, game, and wildlife, preventing forest fragmentation, 

encouraging forest consolidation, and expanding restored native prairie. 

(e) Recommendations of the council, including approval of recommendations for the outdoor 

heritage fund, require an affirmative vote of at least nine members of the council. 

(f) The council may work with the Clean Water Council, the Legislative-Citizen Commission 

on Minnesota Resources, the Board of Water and Soil Resources, soil and water conservation districts, 

and experts from Minnesota State Colleges and Universities and the University of Minnesota in 

developing the council's recommendations. 

(g) The council shall develop and implement a process that ensures that citizens and potential 

recipients of funds are included throughout the process, including the development and finalization of the 

council's recommendations. The process must include a fair, equitable, and thorough process for 

reviewing requests for funding and a clear and easily understood process for ranking projects. 

(h) The council shall use the regions of the state based upon the ecological sections and 

subsections developed by the Department of Natural Resources and establish objectives for each region 

and subregion to achieve the purposes of the fund outlined in the state constitution. 

(i) The council shall develop and submit to the Legislative Coordinating Commission plans for 

the first ten years of funding, and a framework for 25 years of funding, consistent with statutory and 

constitutional requirements. The council may use existing plans from other legislative, state, and federal 

sources, as applicable. 

(j) By July 1 each year, the council shall provide counties with a list of project proposals that 

include potential fee title land acquisitions in the county that is based on that year's funding requests 

received by the council from nongovernmental organizations. 



Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2016, section 97A.056, subdivision 13, is amended to read: 

Subd. 13. Project requirements. (a) As a condition of accepting money appropriated from the 

outdoor heritage fund, an agency or entity receiving money from an appropriation must comply with this 

subdivision for any project funded in whole or in part with funds from the appropriation. 

(b) All conservation easements acquired with money appropriated from the outdoor heritage 

fund must: 

(1) be permanent; 

(2) specify the parties to the easement; 

(3) specify all of the provisions of an agreement that are permanent; 

(4) specify the habitat types and location being protected; 

(5) where appropriate for conservation or water protection outcomes, require the grantor to 

employ practices retaining water on the eased land as long as practicable; 

(6) specify the responsibilities of the parties for habitat enhancement and restoration and the 

associated costs of these activities; 

(7) be sent to the office of the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council; 

(8) include a long-term stewardship plan and identify the sources and amount of funding for 

monitoring and enforcing the easement agreement; and 

(9) identify the parties responsible for monitoring and enforcing the easement agreement. 

(c) For all restorations, a recipient must prepare and retain an ecological restoration and 

management plan that, to the degree practicable, is consistent with current conservation science and 

ecological goals for the restoration site. Consideration should be given to soil, geology, topography, and 

other relevant factors that would provide the best chance for long-term success and durability of the 

restoration. The plan must include the proposed timetable for implementing the restoration, including, but 

not limited to, site preparation, establishment of diverse plant species, maintenance, and additional 

enhancement to establish the restoration; identify long-term maintenance and management needs of the 

restoration and how the maintenance, management, and enhancement will be financed; and use current 

conservation science to achieve the best restoration. 

(d) For new lands acquired, a recipient must prepare a restoration and management plan in 

compliance with paragraph (c), including identification of sufficient funding for implementation. 

(e) To ensure public accountability for the use of public funds, a recipient must provide to the 

Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council documentation of the process used to select parcels acquired in 

fee or as permanent conservation easements and must provide the council with documentation of all 

related transaction costs, including, but not limited to, appraisals, legal fees, recording fees, commissions, 

other similar costs, and donations. This information must be provided for all parties involved in the 

transaction. The recipient must also report to the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council any difference 

between the acquisition amount paid to the seller and the state-certified or state-reviewed appraisal, if a 

state-certified or state-reviewed appraisal was conducted. The commissioner of natural resources may 

conduct or require additional appraisals of parcels to be acquired in fee title or as conservation easements. 

Acquisition data such as appraisals may remain private during negotiations but must ultimately be made 

public according to chapter 13. 

(f) Except as otherwise provided in the appropriation, all restoration and enhancement projects 

funded with money appropriated from the outdoor heritage fund must be on land permanently protected 

by a conservation easement or public ownership or in public waters as defined in section 103G.005, 

subdivision 15. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=103G.005


(g) To the extent an appropriation is used to acquire an interest in real property, a recipient of 

an appropriation from the outdoor heritage fund must provide to the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage 

Council and the commissioner of management and budget an analysis of increased operation and 

maintenance costs likely to be incurred by public entities as a result of the acquisition and of how the 

costs are to be paid. 

(h) A recipient of money appropriated from the outdoor heritage fund must give consideration 

to and make timely written contact with Conservation Corps Minnesota for possible use of the corps' 

services to contract for restoration and enhancement services. A copy of the written contact must be filed 

with the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council within 15 days of execution. 

(i) A recipient of money appropriated from the outdoor heritage fund must erect signage 

according to Laws 2009, chapter 172, article 5, section 10. 

(j) At least 30 days before closing on an acquisition of land in fee title with money in whole or 

in part from the outdoor heritage fund, a nongovernmental organization must notify in writing the county 

board and town board where the land is located and furnish them a description of the land to be acquired. 
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