
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Fiscal Year 2022 / ML 2021 Request for Funding

D ate: May 28 , 20 20

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: Lower Otter Tail River Corridor Habitat Restoration - Request 1 (HA03)

Fund s  Req uested : $4,50 0 ,0 0 0

Manag er's  Name: Kathy Fenger
O rg anizatio n: BRRWD
Ad d ress : PO Box 341
C ity: Barnesville, MN 56514
O ff ice Numb er: 218-354-7710
Email: kfenger@brrwd.org

C o unty Lo catio ns: Wilkin

Eco  reg io ns  in which wo rk  wil l  take p lace:

Prairie

Activity typ es:

Protect in Easement

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Prairie

Abstract:

Channelization of the Lower Otter Tail River in the early 1950s converted 18 miles of sinuous river channel to 11 miles of straight
channel and resulted in the loss of several thousand acres of wetland, and prairie habitat within the river's corridor. Through a
partnership between the Buffalo-Red River Watershed District, the Wilkin Soil & Water Conservation District, and the Minnesota Board
of Water and Soil Resources, this proposal will permanently protect 850 acres of private lands in easements. This phase represents a
model approach to river corridor acquisition and is critical to advancing this large river restoration project.

Design and scope of  work:

The channelization of rivers and streams in the Red River basin has destroyed hundreds of miles of aquatic habitat and eliminated
thousands of acres of riparian forest, wetland, and prairie. The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) channelized the Lower Otter Tail
River in the early 1950’s to improve drainage and provide flood control. The channelized reach of the Otter Tail River currently provides
little functional aquatic or riparian corridor habitat and reduces connectivity between the lower 10 miles of the river and the upper 13
miles. The vision for the project includes establishment of a 600-foot to 1/2-mile-wide protected corridor along the river channel,
setting back existing spoil banks, reconnecting oxbows, construction of a natural meandering river channel, and restoration of riparian
wetland and prairie plant communities. The project will restore degraded habitat and reestablish natural levels of connectivity between
the river and its floodplain. The Otter Tail River is currently designated as a MN State Water Trail. Outdoor recreation will benefit from
the restoration by expanding opportunities to enjoy wildlife through improved kayaking and canoeing along the river. 

The Buffalo-Red River Watershed District (BRRWD) began development of this project in 2015 by initiating conversations with other
Local G overnment Units, and the MN Department of Natural Resources. In 2016, the BRRWD was the recipient of Section 319 grant
funding through the MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), and Clean Water Fund grant funding through the Board of Water and Soil
Resources (BWSR). These grant funds allowed for survey work and the development of a detailed concept plan for river restoration.
Concurrent with those efforts, the BRRWD began discussions with the USACE. This led to partnering with the USACE on a Section 1135
feasibility evaluation, and further refinement of the river restoration and setback levees alignment proposed in future phases of the
project. Potentially the USACE can bring $10 million to restore portions of the Otter Tail River affected by their 1950’s straightening
work. The 1135 program leaves the responsibility for land rights to project proposers which is the reason for this application. 
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The partnership between the BRRWD and BWSR will use the Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) Program to secure, maintain, and monitor
easements within the corridor. Since this is a large project, the river has been divided into Reaches A to C (attached illustration). This
funding request will target acquisition to Reach A of the corridor. While land acquisition will be targeted to Reach A, other
opportunities to protect lands within or adjacent to the main corridor (A-C) will also be considered. A total of 850 acres of land is
targeted for acquisition with this proposal. Once acquisition is complete, future channel rehabilitation/restoration phases of the
project will be completed with the assistance of MN DNR and USACE. The BRRWD will be the local sponsor responsible for final design,
engineering, and construction of the project. BRRWD has developed marketing materials to utilize in soliciting applications when the
2021 funds become available in July.

How does the proposal address habitats that have signif icant value f or wildlif e species of  greatest
conservation need, and/or threatened or endangered species, and list  targeted species:

This project is the land acquisition phase of a long-term project that will restore 18 miles of river and over 3,300 acres of habitat for
associated fish and wildlife communities. In addition to the direct habitat benefits within the project area, fish and wildlife populations
downstream of the project will benefit through water quality improvements. The Otter Tail River and associated prairie and forest
lowland habitats were identified as key habitats for species of greatest conservation need in the Red River Prairie ecoregion. Key
among aquatic species is the Lake Sturgeon, a species of special concern. The Otter Tail River provides critical sturgeon habitat and is a
primary reintroduction waterbody where Lake Sturgeon have been stocked. Restoration of Otter Tail River habitat will help ensure
successful reestablishment of Lake Sturgeon populations in the Red River basin. 

This project will also likely benefit mussel and insect populations in the Otter Tail River. Two species of caddisfly and two species of
mussels, Black Sandshell and Fluted-shell are listed as species of special concern and known to be present in the upstream reaches of
the Otter Tail River. Acquisition and restoration of the stream and associated riparian wetlands will also improve habitat for gamefish
and more than 75 other fish species present in other reaches of the Buffalo-Red River watershed. 

What is the degree of  t iming/opportunist ic urgency and why it  is necessary to spend public money f or
this work as soon as possible:

Land acquisition is the critical first step in the restoration of over 3,300 acres of riparian habitat and converting 11 miles of ditch to over
18 miles of river channel. Once land acquisition is complete, USACE will be approached to contribute much of the channel restoration
implementation under the Section 1135 program. Currently, many landowners along the corridor are very interested in implementing
the proposed project. If funding for this corridor restoration is not secured, the opportunity to restore this reach of the Otter Tail River
Corridor will be lost due to the uncertainty of future land and crop prices and continued landowner interest.

Describe how the proposal uses science-based targeting that leverages or expands corridors and
complexes, reduces f ragmentation or protects areas identif ied in the MN County Biological Survey:

Restoration of the Lower Otter Tail River Corridor is listed as a high priority project on the MN DNR state river restoration priority list.
This list takes into account resource potential, critical habitat, and impacts regarding invasive species when scoring projects. The
Minnesota Prairie Plan also lists restoration of channelized prairie river segments and reestablishment of riparian buffers on cultivated
land immediately adjacent to streams and ditches as critical challenges. Markers for a number of federally- or state-listed animals
including G reater Prairie Chicken and Lake Sturgeon have been identified by the Minnesota County Biological Survey within the Lower
Otter Tail River Corridor. Restoration will reduce fragmentation of Lake Sturgeon habitat within the Red River Basin. Reference stream
reaches established by the MN DNR will be used to help set the geometry of the restored river. Reference stream reach data from the
MN DNR is based on collected survey of streams all around Minnesota. The purpose of using local reference data for the restoration
geometry is to reestablish a sustainable and healthy river ecosystem.

Which sections of  the Minnesota Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan are applicable to this
project:

H2 Protect critical shoreland of streams and lakes
H6 Protect and restore critical in-water habitat of lakes and streams

Which other plans are addressed in this proposal:

Minnesota Prairie Conservation Plan
Red River of the North Fisheries Management Plan

Describe how your program will advance the indicators identif ied in the plans selected:
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Objective 1 of the Red River of the North Fisheries Management Plan is to "Establish and maintain stable stream channels." Additional
information within this objective states that "These habitat losses continue today and have directly resulted in reduced fish and wildlife
populations within channelized reaches of river corridors. Restoration and enhancement of channelized river segments is a top priority
in the Red River basin." 

From the Minnesota Prairie Plan: "Restoring the natural functioning of these channelized stream segments while allowing legal
agricultural drainage will be a major challenge for the future. Another widespread concern about the streams and ditches in the Prairie
Region is the cultivation of lands immediately adjacent to waterways." This project will restore the natural function of the Otter Tail
River while protecting and restoring upland habitat along the corridor. 

Which LSOHC section priorit ies are addressed in this proposal:
P rairie:

Protect, enhance, or restore existing wetland/upland complexes, or convert agricultural lands to new wetland/upland habitat
complexes

Describe how your program will produce and demonstrate a signif icant and permanent conservation
legacy and/or outcomes f or f ish, game, and wildlif e as indicated in the LSOHC priorit ies:

This project will permanently protect and restore lands along the Otter Tail River corridor. Currently, none of the lands targeted in this
proposal are protected. Within the primary reaches targeted in this proposal, 59%  of the acres are classified as cultivated crops. Several
sections of the river are farmed right up to the edge of the water. The other primary land classifications within these reaches are woody
wetland, herbaceous wetland, grassland, and open water. Restoring connection to the floodplain and protecting the riparian corridor
will strengthen biodiversity along the river and protect against invasive species. Improved aquatic and riparian habitat will prevent
population decline of SG CN and threatened or endangered species.

Relationship to other f unds:

Not Listed

D escrib e the relatio nship  o f  the fund s:

Not Listed

Does this program include leverage in f unds:

Yes

The BRRWD has agreed to contribute an amount up to 20%  of the offered RIM payments to match the LSOHC funding. This amounts to
an approximately 14%  match to the LSOHC funds. In addition, the BRRWD recently agreed to continue the Section 1135 study with the
USACE which will involve $450,000 which will be split 50%  BRRWD/50%  USACE

Per MS 97A.056, Subd. 24, Any state agency or organization requesting a direct  appropriat ion f rom the
OHF must inf orm the LSOHC at  the t ime of  the request  f or f unding is made, whether the request  is
supplanting or is a substitution f or any previous f unding that was not f rom a legacy f und and was
used f or the same purpose:

This funding request is not supplanting existing funding or a substitution for any previous funding.

Describe the source and amount of  non-OHF money spent f or this work in the past:

Appro priatio n
Year S o urce Amo unt

20 16 BWSR Clea n Wa ter Fund $20 3,0 0 0
20 16 - 20 20 US Army Co rps  o f Eng ineers $20 0 ,0 0 0
20 16 MPCA EPA Sectio n 319 Funding $242,0 0 0
20 18-20 20 BRRWD $10 0 ,0 0 0
20 20 -20 21 US Army Co rps  o f Eng ineers  Sectio n 1135 $225,0 0 0
20 20 -20 21 BRRWD (Sectio n 1135 Ma tch) $225,0 0 0

How will you sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended:

HA03 Page 3 o f 15



Once a RIM easement is acquired, BWSR is responsible for monitoring and enforcement into perpetuity. The BWSR partners with local
SWCDs to carry-out oversight, monitoring and inspection of its conservation easements. Easements are inspected for the first five
consecutive years beginning in the year after the easement is recorded. Thereafter, on-site inspections are performed every three
years and compliance checks are performed in the other two years. SWCDs report to BWSR on each site inspection conducted and
partners’ staff document findings. A non-compliance procedure is implemented when potential violations or problems are identified. 

Perpetual monitoring and enforcement costs have been calculated at $6,500 per easement. This value is based on using local SWCD
staff for monitoring and landowner relations and existing enforcement authorities. The amount listed for Easement Stewardship cover
costs of the SWCD regular monitoring, BWSR oversight, and any enforcement necessary.

Explain the things you will do in the f uture to maintain project  outcomes:

Year S o urce o f Funds S tep 1 S tep 2 S tep 3
20 21 -
O ng o ing Stewa rds hip Acco unt Inspectio n every yea r fo r firs t

5-yea rs ; then every 3rd yea r
Co rrective  a ctio ns  o n a ny
vio la tio ns

Enfo rcement a ctio n ta ken by
MN Atto rney G enera l O ffice

20 21 -
O ng o ing La ndo wner Res po ns ibility Ma inta in co mplia nce  with

ea sement terms

Identif y indicator species and associated quantit ies this habitat  will typically support:

Restoration of the lower Otter Tail River will provide more than 200 acres of enhanced and restored aquatic habitat. Lake Sturgeon,
Walleye, Northern Pike, and Channel Catfish are expected to benefit from the reconnected meanders that provide high-quality
spawning, nursery and refuge habitat. Freshwater native mussels will benefit from improved water quality and natural stream habitat
within the river after restoration. It is estimated that restored warmwater rivers will support 116 Channel Catfish per acre and 8000
native mussels (all species) per acre. 

The breeding territory size of Bobolinks and G rasshopper Sparrows is 1.7 and 2.1 acres respectively in high quality habitat in Wisconsin.
If all of the habitat was occupied, 100 acres of habitat could potentially hold approximately 60 and 48 pairs of Bobolinks and
G rasshopper Sparrows respectively. 

Research from the University of Minnesota has shown that it takes approximately 30 milkweed plants to result in one Monarch butterfly
contributing to the overwintering Mexican population. G rasslands can have between 100-250 milkweed plants per acre. An acre of
restored or enhanced grassland could potentially contribute 3 to 8 Monarchs to the population. 

By looking at the ratios of CRP acres in Minnesota to pheasant harvest, we can estimate that every three acres of grassland habitat has
the potential to produce one harvestable pheasant rooster. 

Activity Details

Requirements:

If funded, this proposal will meet all applicable criteria set forth in MS 97A.056 - Yes

Is the land you plan to acquire (easement) free of any other permanent protection - Yes

Do you anticipate federal funds as a match for this program - No

Land Use:

Will there be planting of corn or any crop on OHF land purchased or restored in this program - Yes

Explain

In certain circumstances food plots for wildlife are an allowable use on RIM easements and must be part of an approved
Conservation Plan. Food plots on narrow buffers, steep slopes and wet areas are not allowed. RIM policy limits food plots to 10%  of
the total easement area or 5 acres whichever is smaller. There is no cost share for establishment of food plots and upon termination
the landowners must reestablish the vegetation as prescribed in the Conservation Plan at their own expense. Food plots are a
rarely selected option by landowners, to date only 2.2%  of RIM easements have food plots.

Will the eased land be open for public use - No

Are there currently trails or roads on any of the acquisitions on the parcel list - Yes
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Describe the types of trails or roads and the allowable uses:

This appropriation is funding a program that will have a parcel list identified at a later time. Roads or trails are typically excluded from
the easement area if they serve no beneficial purpose to easement maintenance, monitoring, or enforcement. Existing trails and roads
are identified during the easement acquisition process. Some roads and trails, such as agricultural field accesses, are allowed to
remain.

Will the trails or roads remain and uses continue to be allowed after OHF acquisition - Yes

How will maintenance and monitoring be accomplished:

The easements secured under this project will be managed as part of the MN Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) RIM Reserve
Program that has over 7,196 easements currently in place. Easements are monitored annually for each of the first 5 years and then every
3rd year after that. BWSR, in cooperation with Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD), implement a stewardship process to track,
monitor quality and assure compliance with easement terms. 

Under the terms of the Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) Easement Program, landowners are required to maintain compliance with the
easement. A conservation plan is developed with the landowner and maintained as part of each easement. Basic easement compliance
costs are borne by the landowner, periodic enhancements may be cost shared from a variety of sources. 

Will new trails or roads be developed or improved as a result of the OHF acquisition - Yes

Describe the types of trails or roads and the allowable uses:

This appropriation is funding a program that will have a parcel list identified at a later time. Roads or trails are typically excluded from
the easement area if they serve no beneficial purpose to easement maintenance, monitoring, or enforcement. Existing trails and roads
are identified during the easement acquisition process. Some roads and trails, such as agricultural field accesses, are allowed to
remain.

How will maintenance and monitoring be accomplished:

BRRWD and BWSR are in the process of approving a Memorandum of understanding which details responsibilities for easement
acquisition. The easements secured under this project will be managed as part of the BWSR RIM Reserve Program that has over 7,196
easements currently in place. Easements are monitored annually for each of the first 5 years and then every 3rd year after that. BWSR,
in cooperation with Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD), implement a stewardship process to track, monitor quality and assure
compliance with easement terms. 

Under the terms of the Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) Easement Program, landowners are required to maintain compliance with the
easement. A conservation plan is developed with the landowner and maintained as part of each easement. Basic easement compliance
costs are borne by the landowner, periodic enhancements may be cost shared from a variety of sources. 

Will the land that you acquire (fee or easement) be restored or enhanced within this proposals funding and availability? - Yes

Land Use:

Have you received OHF dollars in the past through LSOHC? - No

Accomplishment T imeline

Activity Appro ximate Date Co mpleted
O bta in a pplica tio ns  fro m e lig ible  la ndo wners June 30 , 20 22
Allo ca tio n to  s pecific pa rce ls June 30 , 20 23
Ea sements  reco rded June 30 , 20 25
Resto ra tio ns  co mpleted a nd fina l repo rt submitted June 30 , 20 29
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Budget Spreadsheet

T o tal  Amo unt o f  Req uest: $4,50 0 ,0 0 0

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel $30 6,90 0 $0 $30 6,90 0
Co ntra cts $75,60 0 $0 $75,60 0
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $3,50 5,30 0 $622,30 0 BRRWD $4,127,60 0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $234,0 0 0 $0 $234,0 0 0
Tra ve l $7,90 0 $0 $7,90 0
Pro fess io na l Services $315,0 0 0 $0 $315,0 0 0
Direct Suppo rt Services $40 ,60 0 $0 $40 ,60 0
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $11,30 0 $0 $11,30 0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $3,40 0 $0 $3,40 0
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0

To ta l $4,50 0 ,0 0 0 $622,30 0 - $5,122,30 0

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Pro g ra m Ma na g ement 0 .38 5.0 0 $210 ,0 0 0 $0 $210 ,0 0 0
Ea sement Pro cess ing 0 .46 3.0 0 $96,90 0 $0 $96,90 0

To ta l 0 .84 8.0 0 $30 6,90 0 $0 - $30 6,90 0

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e b y P artnership

Budg et Name Partnership LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel BRRWD $0 $0 $0
Co ntra cts BRRWD $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT BRRWD $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT BRRWD $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n BRRWD $0 $622,30 0 BRRWD $622,30 0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip BRRWD $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l BRRWD $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services BRRWD $315,0 0 0 $0 $315,0 0 0
Direct Suppo rt Services BRRWD $0 $0 $0
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts BRRWD $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment BRRWD $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls BRRWD $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls BRRWD $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP BRRWD $0 $0 $0

To ta l - $315,0 0 0 $622,30 0 - $937,30 0

Budg et Name Partnership LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel BWSR $30 6,90 0 $0 $30 6,90 0
Co ntra cts BWSR $75,60 0 $0 $75,60 0
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT BWSR $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT BWSR $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n BWSR $3,50 5,30 0 $0 $3,50 5,30 0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip BWSR $234,0 0 0 $0 $234,0 0 0
Tra ve l BWSR $7,90 0 $0 $7,90 0
Pro fess io na l Services BWSR $0 $0 $0
Direct Suppo rt Services BWSR $40 ,60 0 $0 $40 ,60 0
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts BWSR $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment BWSR $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls BWSR $11,30 0 $0 $11,30 0
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Supplies/Ma teria ls BWSR $3,40 0 $0 $3,40 0
DNR IDP BWSR $0 $0 $0

To ta l - $4,185,0 0 0 $0 - $4,185,0 0 0

P erso nnel -  BWS R

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Pro g ra m Ma na g ement 0 .38 5.0 0 $210 ,0 0 0 $0 $210 ,0 0 0
Ea sement Pro cess ing 0 .46 3.0 0 $96,90 0 $0 $96,90 0

To ta l 0 .84 8.0 0 $30 6,90 0 $0 - $30 6,90 0

Amount of Request: $4,500,000
Amount of Leverage: $622,300
Leverage as a percent of the Request: 13.83%
DSS + Personnel: $347,500
As a %  of the total request: 7.72%
Easement Stewardship: $234,000
As a %  of the Easement Acquisition: 6.68%

Ho w d id  yo u d etermine which p o rtio ns  o f  the D irect S up p o rt S ervices  o f  yo ur shared  sup p o rt services  is  d irect to  this  p ro g ram:

BWSR calculates and periodically reviews and updates direct support services costs that are directly related to and necessary for each
request based on the type of work being done.

What is  includ ed  in the co ntracts  l ine?

The contracts line represents the allocation to the Wilkin Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to provide assistance to the
landowners for this project.

D o es  the amo unt in the travel  l ine includ e eq uip ment/vehicle rental?  - No

Exp lain the amo unt in the travel  l ine o uts id e o f  trad itio nal  travel  co sts  o f  mileag e, fo o d , and  lo d g ing :

The travel line will only be used for traditional travel costs

I und erstand  and  ag ree that lo d g ing , meals , and  mileag e must co mp ly with the current MMB C o mmiss io ner P lan: - Yes

D escrib e and  exp lain leverag e so urce and  co nf irmatio n o f  fund s:

The BRRWD has agreed to contribute an amount equal to 20%  of the offered RIM payments to match the LSOHC funding. This amounts
to an approximately 14%  match to the LSOHC funds.

D o es  this  p ro p o sal  have the ab il ity to  b e scalab le?  - Yes

T ell  us  ho w this  p ro ject wo uld  b e scaled  and  ho w ad ministrative co sts  are af fected , d escrib e the “eco no my o f  scale” and  ho w
o utp uts  wo uld  chang e with red uced  fund ing , i f  ap p licab le :

A reduction in funding would reduce outputs proportionally for the most part. Program management costs would be the exception,
due to program development and oversight remaining somewhat consistent regardless of appropriation amount.

What is  the co st p er easement fo r steward ship  and  exp lain ho w that amo unt is  calculated ?

Perpetual monitoring and enforcement costs have been calculated at $6,500 per easement. This value is based on using local SWCD
staff for monitoring and landowner relations and existing enforcement authorities. The amount listed for Easement Stewardship cover
costs for the SWCD regular monitoring, BWSR oversight, and any enforcement necessary.

Has fund ing  fo r these p o s itio ns  b een req uested  in the p ast?  - No
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 850 0 0 850
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 850 0 0 850

T ab le 1b . Ho w many o f  these P rairie acres  are Native P rairie?

T ype Native Pra irie
Resto re 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0
Enha nce 0

To ta l 0

T ab le 2. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $4,50 0 ,0 0 0 $0 $0 $4,50 0 ,0 0 0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $4,50 0 ,0 0 0 $0 $0 $4,50 0 ,0 0 0

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 850 0 850
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 0 850 0 850

T ab le 4. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $4,50 0 ,0 0 0 $0 $4,50 0 ,0 0 0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $0 $4,50 0 ,0 0 0 $0 $4,50 0 ,0 0 0
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T ab le 5. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $5,294 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0

T ab le 6 . Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $5,294 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Automatic system calculation / not entered by managers

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles

18

I have read  and  und erstand  S ectio n 15 o f  the C o nstitutio n o f  the S tate o f  Minneso ta, Minneso ta S tatute 97A.0 56 , and  the C all
fo r Fund ing  Req uest. I certify I am autho rized  to  sub mit this  p ro p o sal  and  to  the b est o f  my kno wled g e the info rmatio n
p ro vid ed  is  true and  accurate.
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Outcomes

P ro g rams in p rairie reg io n:

Key core parcels are protected for fish, game and other wildlife The outcomes of the Lower Otter Tail River corridor project will be a stable
stream with permanently protected and restored riparian corridor. This will significantly improve upland and aquatic habitat for fish and
wildlife within the immediate corridor. Also, this project will improve water quality and provide substantial benefits extending to the entire
watershed.
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Parcel List

Exp lain the p ro cess  used  to  select, rank  and  p rio ritize the p arcels :

The parcels listed include all parcels needed to complete the primary channel corridor of Reach A, B and C. Priority will be given to
landowners voluntarily applying within the area of Reach A. Landowners within the other reaches would be considered as secondary
priority on a first come basis if funding remains after all landowners in Reach A have been offered to enroll in the program.

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List
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Wilk in

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?
0 4-0 0 4-0 20 0 1314520 4 0 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
0 4-0 0 4-0 30 0 1314520 4 9 $0 No Limited Full
0 4-0 0 4-0 310 1314520 4 23 $0 No Limited Full
0 4-0 0 4-0 70 0 1314520 4 6 $0 No Limited Full
0 4-0 0 5-0 10 0 1314520 5 12 $0 No Limited Full
0 4-0 0 5-0 30 0 1314520 5 0 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 27-0 50 0 13245227 0 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 27-0 510 13245227 0 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 30 -0 40 0 13245230 25 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 30 -0 60 0 13245230 17 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 30 -0 70 0 13245230 1 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 31-0 10 0 13245231 10 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 31-0 10 5 13245231 64 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 31-0 110 13245231 3 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 31-0 20 0 13245231 2 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 31-0 30 0 13245231 80 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 31-0 40 0 13245231 13 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 31-0 50 0 13245231 17 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 31-0 60 0 13245231 47 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 31-0 70 0 13245231 0 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 31-0 80 0 13245231 0 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 32-0 50 0 13245232 30 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 32-0 60 0 13245232 0 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 32-0 610 13245232 1 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 32-0 70 0 13245232 13 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 32-0 80 0 13245232 1 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 32-0 90 0 13245232 19 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 10 0 13245233 41 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 20 0 13245233 34 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 30 0 13245233 26 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 310 13245233 26 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 50 0 13245233 1 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 70 0 13245233 1 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 710 13245233 1 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 720 13245233 1 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 730 13245233 1 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 740 13245233 1 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 80 0 13245233 0 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-0 90 0 13245233 0 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 33-10 0 0 13245233 7 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 33-110 0 13245233 7 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 34-0 20 0 13245234 0 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 34-0 210 13245234 0 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 34-0 30 0 13245234 45 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 34-0 40 0 13245234 20 $0 No Limited Full
11-0 34-0 50 0 13245234 5 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 34-0 60 0 13245234 1 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 34-0 610 13245234 1 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 34-0 620 13245234 1 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 34-0 630 13245234 1 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
11-0 34-0 640 13245234 1 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 16-0 30 0 13246216 95 $430 ,50 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 16-0 50 0 13246216 5 $72,30 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 16-0 60 0 13246216 3 $59,50 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 17-0 10 0 13246217 51 $265,0 0 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 17-0 110 13246217 13 $94,0 0 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 17-0 120 13246217 3 $58,50 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 17-0 20 0 13246217 41 $20 0 ,80 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 17-0 30 0 13246217 4 $67,80 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
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20 -0 17-0 40 0 13246217 40 $186,20 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 17-0 50 0 13246217 48 $242,80 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 17-0 60 0 13246217 3 $57,20 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 18-0 10 0 13246218 0 $50 ,60 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 18-0 10 5 13246218 0 $49,80 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 18-0 20 0 13246218 1 $51,0 0 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 18-0 30 0 13246218 1 $52,70 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 18-0 510 13246218 0 $49,50 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 18-0 520 13246218 1 $53,20 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 18-0 530 13246218 3 $57,90 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 18-0 60 0 13246218 2 $56,20 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 18-0 720 13246218 3 $60 ,60 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 20 -0 10 0 13246220 2 $55,70 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 21-0 10 0 13246221 11 $82,90 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 21-0 10 5 13246221 1 $50 ,70 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 21-0 110 13246221 98 $421,70 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 21-0 120 13246221 72 $337,20 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 21-0 20 0 13246221 0 $51,0 0 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 21-0 30 0 13246221 99 $381,70 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 22-0 10 0 13246222 20 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 22-0 20 0 13246222 28 $161,80 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 22-0 210 13246222 28 $161,90 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 22-0 220 13246220 28 $161,80 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 22-0 230 13246222 28 $161,80 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 22-0 30 0 13246222 37 $20 6,80 0 No Limited Full
20 -0 22-0 310 13246222 15 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 22-0 40 0 13246222 1 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 22-0 50 0 13246222 26 $167,80 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 22-0 510 13246222 26 $167,80 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 22-0 520 13246222 26 $167,80 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 22-0 530 13246222 26 $167,80 0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 22-0 60 0 13246222 24 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 23-0 30 0 13246223 12 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 23-0 40 0 13246223 0 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 25-0 10 0 13246225 2 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 25-0 110 13246225 2 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 25-0 20 0 13246225 85 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 25-0 210 13246225 85 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 25-0 30 0 13246225 2 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 25-0 40 0 13246225 47 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 25-0 50 0 13246225 21 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 25-0 510 13246225 11 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 25-0 60 0 13246225 18 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 25-0 70 0 13246225 19 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 25-0 90 0 13246225 26 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 25-0 910 13246225 26 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 26-0 10 0 13246226 33 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 26-0 20 0 13246226 31 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 26-0 30 0 13246226 41 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 26-0 40 0 13246226 31 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 26-0 50 0 13246226 34 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 26-0 60 0 13246226 37 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 26-0 70 0 13246226 15 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 26-0 80 0 13246226 32 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 26-0 90 0 13246226 23 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 26-10 0 0 13246226 69 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 27-0 10 0 13246227 4 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 27-0 20 0 13246227 0 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 27-0 210 13246227 33 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 27-0 30 0 13246227 20 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 27-0 50 0 13246227 9 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble
20 -0 36-0 10 0 13246236 7 $0 No Limited Full
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20 -0 36-0 20 0 13246236 17 $0 No Limited Full
20 -0 36-0 210 13246236 15 $0 No Limited No t Applica ble

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Parcel Map

Lower Otter Tail River Corridor Habitat Restoration -
Request 1

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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Lower Otter Tail River Corridor Habitat Restoration Program  
 

What is the Program 
The Lower Otter Tail River Corridor Habitat Restoration 

Program (LOTRCHRP) is a voluntary effort with the long-term goal 

of restoring a natural riparian corridor along the Lower Reach 

of the Otter Tail River.  This project will improve fish and 

wildlife habitat, reestablish natural levels of connectivity 

between the river and its floodplain, enhance water quality, 

strengthen biodiversity and reduce the risks of flood damages 

to agricultural land.  This is a cooperative project between the 

Buffalo-Red River Watershed District (BRRWD), Board of 

Water and Soil Resource (BWSR), Wilkin Soil and Water 

Conservation District (SWCD), MN Department of Natural 

Resources (MN DNR), and other local LGUs as illustrated in the 

Implementation Process diagram on the following page. 

Landowners will have the opportunity to receive financial 

incentives by enrolling their land in the program if it lies 

within the proposed corridor. Landowners enrolling land in 

the program will be required to follow the conservation 

requirements of the Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) Reserve - 

Outside Request Program and a Supplemental BRRWD 

Easement to allow for Phase 2-4 modifications described 

below.  

Phased Implementation 
The project will be executed in 
multiple phases over the next 
decades. The phases allow 
both for orderly 
implementation of the project 
and to ensure wildlife and 
habitat benefits. The following 
describes the anticipated 
phases and major work items 
under each phase.    

• Phase 1 –Land 
Acquisition/Restoration – This phase will involve 
acquisition of 
Conservation Easements.  
Two companion 
easements would be 
executed, RIM and a 
Supplemental BRRWD 
Easement.  As part of this 
phase, the production of 
agricultural crops within 
the parcel would cease 
and the area would be restored to a permanent 
vegetative cover by the landowner as set forth in the 
Conservation Easement conservation plan under the 
requirements of the RIM program.  Since the lands 
would still be in private ownership, 
management/maintenance activities identified within 
the easement area will be the responsibility of the 
landowner.  In addition, the landowner will grant the 

Watershed District rights to install and maintain future phases 
of implementation. Future RIM easement monitoring and 
stewardship will be provided by the BWSR and Wilkin SWCD. 

• Phase 2 – Detailed 
Design and Setback 
Levee Construction – 
Once a significant 
reach of property has 
been enrolled as part 
of Phase 1 and detailed 
design for the corridor 
restoration has been 
completed, the existing 
spoil banks from the 1950’s channelization project would be 
removed and replaced with new levees setback further from 
the river.  The alignment of these levees would be established 
to allow for future implementation of Channel Restoration 
under Phase 3. Work under this phase would be completed by 
the BRRWD. Future maintenance of the setback levees and 
directly adjacent features would also be completed by the 
BRRWD. All other areas would continue to be maintained by 
the underlying property owner under the terms of the 
Conservation Easement conservation plan established in 
Phase 1.   

• Phase 3 – Channel Restoration – Phase 3 will involve 
restoration of the channel along an approximately 18-mile 
segment of river. This restoration will reconnect oxbows of 
the natural river that 
were cut off by 
channelization. 
Reconnecting the 
floodplain will also 
benefit adjacent prairie 
and wetlands.  The 
timing of this channel 
restoration will depend 
on available funding 
and completion of 
Phase 2.  Modifications under this phase as well as future 
maintenance of the channel areas would be completed by the 
BRRWD.  Other areas would continue to be maintained by the 
underlying property owner under the terms of the 
Conservation Easement conservation plan established in 
Phase 1, except for the setback levee corridors defined in 
Phase 2.   

Phase 4 – Operation and Maintenance – Once Phases 1-3 are 
completed, the operation and maintenance of the setback 
levee and channel corridors (including adjacent drainage 
features) would be completed by the BRRWD.  Other areas 
would continue to be maintained by the underlying property 
owner under the terms of the Conservation Easement.  
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Eligible Project Area 
 

Outcomes/ Benefits 

• 850 acres will be acquired through the implementation of approximately 36 easements.   

• Permanent riparian corridor protection for a 600-foot to ½ mile wide buffer. 

• Restored wetland and prairie plant communities along 18 miles of the Otter Tail River. 

• Enhanced opportunities for outdoor recreation, fishing and wildlife viewing. 

Priority is currently being placed on the area within Reach A. 
However, applications would be accepted/funded from 
landowners within any reach if funding is available.  
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