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Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 
Conservation Partners Legacy Grant Program Phase 12: Statewide and Metro Habitat 

Laws of Minnesota 2020 Final Report 

General Information 

Date: 07/01/2026 

Project Title: Conservation Partners Legacy Grant Program Phase 12: Statewide and Metro Habitat 

Funds Recommended: $10,424,000 

Legislative Citation: ML 2020, Ch. 104, Art. 1, Sec. 2, subd 5(r ) 

Appropriation Language: $10,424,000 the second year is to the commissioner of natural resources for a program 
to provide competitive matching grants of up to $400,000 to local, regional, state, and national organizations for 
enhancing, restoring, or protecting forests, wetlands, prairies, or habitat for fish, game, or wildlife in Minnesota. Of 
this amount, at least $3,250,000 is for grants in the seven-county metropolitan area and cities with a population of 
50,000 or more. Grants must not be made for activities required to fulfill the duties of owners of lands subject to 
conservation easements. Grants must not be made from the appropriation in this paragraph for projects that have 
a total project cost exceeding $575,000. Of the total appropriation, $475,000 may be spent for personnel costs and 
other direct and necessary administrative costs.  Grantees may acquire land or interests in land.  Easements must 
be permanent. Grants may not be used to establish easement stewardship accounts. Land acquired in fee must be 
open to hunting and fishing during the open season unless otherwise provided by law. The program must require a 
match of at least ten percent from nonstate sources for all grants. The match may be cash or in-kind resources. For 
grant applications of $25,000 or less, the commissioner must provide a separate, simplified application process. 
Subject to Minnesota Statutes, the commissioner of natural resources must, when evaluating projects of equal 
value, give priority to organizations that have a history of receiving, or a charter to receive, private contributions 
for local conservation or habitat projects. For grant requests to acquire land in fee or a conservation easement, the 
commissioner must give priority to projects associated with or within one mile of existing wildlife management 
areas under Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.05, subdivision 8; scientific and natural areas under Minnesota 
Statutes, sections 84.033 and 86A.05, subdivision 5; or aquatic management areas under Minnesota Statutes, 
sections 86A.05, subdivision 14, and 97C.02. All restoration or enhancement projects must be on land permanently 
protected by a permanent covenant ensuring perpetual maintenance and protection of restored and enhanced 
habitat, by a conservation easement or public ownership or in public waters as defined in Minnesota Statutes, 
section 103G.005, subdivision 15.  Priority must be given to restoration and enhancement projects on public lands. 
Minnesota Statutes, section 97A.056, subdivision 13, applies to grants awarded under this paragraph. This 
appropriation is available until June 30, 2023. No less than five percent of the amount of each grant must be held 
back from reimbursement until the grant recipient has completed a grant accomplishment report by the deadline 
and in the form prescribed by and satisfactory to the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council. The commissioner 
must provide notice of the grant program in the summary of game and fish law prepared under Minnesota Statutes, 
section 97A.051, subdivision 2.  
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Manager Information 

Manager's Name: David Stein 
Title: CPL Program Coordinator 
Organization: DNR 
Address: 500 Lafayette Road Box 20 
City: St. Paul, MN 55155 
Email: lscplgrants.dnr@state.mn.us 
Office Number: 651-259-5238 
Mobile Number:   
Fax Number:   
Website:   

Location Information 

County Location(s): Becker, Morrison, Clearwater, Otter Tail, Hennepin, Dakota, Anoka, Ramsey, Washington, 
Carver, Wright, St. Louis, Crow Wing, Pine, Cass, Cook, Hubbard, Kandiyohi, Chippewa, Wilkin, Redwood, Jackson, 
Rice, Stevens, Pope, Stearns, Le Sueur, McLeod, Blue Earth, Sibley, Wabasha, Goodhue, Olmsted, Winona, Waseca, 
Lake, Swift, Beltrami, Aitkin, Lake of the Woods, Itasca and Polk. 

Eco regions in which work will take place: 

Northern Forest 

Forest / Prairie Transition 

Prairie 

Metro / Urban 

Southeast Forest 

Activity types: 

Protect in Easement 

Protect in Fee 

Restore 

Enhance 

Priority resources addressed by activity: 

Wetlands 

Prairie 

Forest 

Habitat 
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Narrative 

Summary of Accomplishments 

As of 11/1/2024, the CPL program has provided over 1030 grants totaling over $100 million to over 260 different 
grantee organizations, improving or protecting over 588,000 acres of habitat. Demand for CPL grants has 
continued to grow each year as new applicants hear about the program and successful grantees return. In ML 2020 
there were 78 grants awarded, through these 78 grants, over 12,200 acres were restored, enhanced, or protected. 
Over $8.15M was awarded to organizations for projects. 

Process & Methods 

The CPL program fulfills MS 97a.056 Subd. 3a, directing LSOHC to establish a conservation partner’s grant program 
encouraging/supporting local conservation efforts. $10,424,000 was available for grants. Of this amount, up to 
$3,250,000 was used for projects in the 7-county metro area and in cities with a population of 50,000 people or 
greater. This is a stand-alone program, but depends on support/technical advice from public land managers and 
habitat and acquisition specialists.  
 
Grant activities included enhancement, restoration and protection of forests, wetlands, prairies, and habitat for 
fish, game, or wildlife in Minnesota. A 10% match from non-state sources is required for all grants, and may be in-
kind or cash. Applicants described the project, location, activity, habitat, benefit, etc. For acquisition projects, 
applicants described the parcel selection process. CPL Staff developed an RFP incorporating LSOHC priorities. Staff 
worked with applicants to submit applications, oversaw grant selection, prepared/executed grant documents, 
reviewed expenditures, approved payments/reports, monitored work, and assisted recipients with close-out. Staff 
complies with Office of Grants Management policies.  
 
The CPL program has 3 annual grant cycles- Traditional, Metro, and Expedited Conservation Projects (ECP). The 
Traditional and Metro cycles had one grant round that opened August 2020. Projects under $25,000 will have a 
simplified application. The ECP grant cycle had five rounds of funding.   
 
CPL staff reviewed applications for completeness. Technical Review Committees, comprised of habitat experts 
across the state and approved by the DNR Commissioner, reviewed and scored Traditional and Metro applications 
based on evaluation criteria (see attached). The DNR Directors of Fish and Wildlife, Eco Waters, and Forestry 
reviewed the committee’s recommendations and provide a final ranking to the Commissioner. Funding decisions 
were made by the Commissioner’s office. ECP grants are reviewed by CPL staff and DNR habitat experts using 
established criteria. The Director of Fish and Wildlife made final funding decisions for ECP.  
 
Grantees were required to submit annual and final accomplishment reports. Grantees were paid on a 
reimbursement or “for services rendered” basis, meaning payment is made to the grantee after work has been 
performed. Proof that the vendor was paid must be submitted to staff before additional payments are made. Funds 
were advanced for acquisitions to accommodate cash flow needs. 

How did the program address habitats of significant value for wildlife species of greatest 
conservation need, threatened or endangered species, and/or list targeted species? 

All CPL project requests include a Natural Heritage Database Review, which addresses wildlife species of greatest 
conservation need, the MN County Biological Survey data, and/or rare, threatened and endangered species 
inventories. These results are incorporated into the requests, along with mitigation measures if needed. Habitat 
value/species benefits is also one of the evaluation criterion used to score applications. When the projects are 
reviewed by the technical habitat experts, wildlife species of greatest conservation need, targeted species, and 
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threatened/endangered species are all discussed, and add to the overall habitat quality and urgency of applications 
which is reflected in the scoring and funding recommendations. 

How did the program use science-based targeting that leveraged or expanded corridors and 
complexes, reduced fragmentation, or protected areas in the MN County Biological Survey. 
The CPL program has a Technical Review Committee that reviews and scores projects based on evaluation criteria. 
One of the evaluation criterion addresses the overall project value, and includes the habitat quality and quantity of 
the site, whether or not it is part of a habitat corridor, and the use of currently accepted practices based on sound 
conservation science. A second evaluation criterion addresses the habitat benefits of the proposal, such as 
protecting areas identified in the MN County Biological Survey. A third evaluation criterion addresses public use 
and access, and the project's proximity to other protected lands.  The technical experts ensure that CPL proposals 
recommended for funding are using current conservation science and best management practices. 

Explain Partners, Supporters, & Opposition 

CPL works with partners all over the state, including non-profit organizations and local, state, and federal units of 
government. There were over 50 partners that were awarded grants through CPL this year. Many LGUs were 
awarded funding as well as NGOs of all sizes. The partners of the CPL program continually exceed our match 
requirements and expectations. Though the grantees are responsible for a 10% match, we often see a far higher 
amount reported. The match frequently comes from community volunteers that are engaged in the projects and 
conservation partners that are working with grantees to accomplish the goals of the projects. 

Exceptional challenges, expectations, failures, opportunities, or unique aspects of program 

CPL is unique because the program works with over 260 organizations throughout the state. CPL also requires 
local investment in projects of at least 10% of the grant award. Over $1M was unspent of the total funding due to 
continuing challenges with staffing due to COVID, the drought in 2021 and 2022, bids coming in lower than 
anticipated, and acquisitions that fell through.   Up to $3.25 Million in grant funding was to be used for projects 
occurring in the 7-county metro area and in cities with populations above 50,000.  This goal was not met, with only 
over $2.4 Million awarded to metro applicants.  This again was most likely due to COVID-19 staffing issues. 

What is the plan to sustain and/or maintain this work after the Outdoor Heritage Funds are 
expended?  
Applicants are asked to describe or submit their long-term management plans when submitting a project proposal, 
and the Technical Review Committee considers these plans when scoring proposals and making funding 
recommendations. The sustainability of the project is also addressed through one of the evaluation criterion. Long-
term maintenance commitment from the applicant is crucial to a successful proposal. The CPL program has a 
monitoring process to ensure that funds are being used to complete work as described in the grantee's work plans. 
The CPL program manager and natural resource specialist conducts site visits for projects that are over $50,000, 
and smaller projects as needed. When conducting site visits, CPL staff meets with the project manager and land 
manager to discuss and evaluate the work, and to address any issues that may have come up during the grant 
period, as well as discuss long-term management goals. 
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Budget 

Totals 

Item Requested AP Amount Spent Leverage Received 
Leverage 

Leverage 
Source 

Original 
Total 

Final Total 

Personnel $365,000 $365,000 - - - - $365,000 - 
Contracts $9,952,000 $9,952,000 $8,150,300 $995,000 $2,015,000 CPL Grantees $10,947,000 $10,165,300 
Fee Acquisition w/ 
PILT 

- - - - - - - - 

Fee Acquisition 
w/o PILT 

- - - - - - - - 

Easement 
Acquisition 

- - - - - - - - 

Easement 
Stewardship 

- - - - - - - - 

Travel $20,000 $20,000 $10,000 - - - $20,000 $10,000 
Professional 
Services 

$50,000 $50,000 $50,000 - - - $50,000 $50,000 

Direct Support 
Services 

$32,000 $32,000 $23,500 - - - $32,000 $23,500 

DNR Land 
Acquisition Costs 

- - - - - - - - 

Capital Equipment - - - - - - - - 
Other 
Equipment/Tools 

- - - - - - - - 

Supplies/Materials $5,000 $5,000 - - - - $5,000 - 
DNR IDP - - - - - - - - 
Grand Total $10,424,000 $10,424,000 $8,233,800 $995,000 $2,015,000 - $11,419,000 $10,248,800 
Personnel 
Position Annual FTE Years 

Working 
Amount Spent Leverage Leverage 

Source 
Total 

CPL 
coordinator 

1.0 2.0 $195,000 - - $195,000 

CPL specialist 0.5 2.0 $80,000 - - $80,000 
NR coordinator 0.5 2.0 $90,000 - - $90,000 
 

Direct Support Services 

How did you determine which portions of the Direct Support Services of your shared support services is 
direct to this program?   
DNR's D&N calculator 

Explain any budget challenges or successes:   
There were several projects cancelled or had their work plans significantly reduced due to COVID-19 
complications.  Additional acquisitions fell through, and many projects came in under budget. COVID staffing 
complications and multiple droughts led to some grantees not being able to complete all planned parts of their 
initial work plans.  Personnel, travel, and direct support services also came in under budget. 

Total Revenue:  $0 

Revenue Spent:  $0 

Revenue Balance:  - 

Of the money disclosed above, what are the appropriate uses of the money: 

What other dedicated funds may collaborate with or contribute to this program? 

N/A 
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Output Tables 

Acres by Resource Type (Table 1) 

Type Wetland 
(AP) 

Wetland 
(Final) 

Prairie 
(AP) 

Prairie 
(Final) 

Forest 
(AP) 

Forest 
(Final) 

Habitat 
(AP) 

Habitat 
(Final) 

Total 
Acres 
(AP) 

Total 
Acres 
(Amend) 

Total 
Acres 
(Final) 

Restore 0 417 0 1,940 0 316 0 315 0 0 2,988 
Protect in 
Fee with 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

0 0 0 0 0 40 0 0 0 0 40 

Protect in 
Fee w/o 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

0 74 0 0 0 40 0 42 0 0 156 

Protect in 
Easement 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Enhance 0 207 0 5,097 0 2,957 0 826 0 0 9,087 
Total 0 698 0 7,037 0 3,353 0 1,183 0 0 12,271 
Total Requested Funding by Resource Type (Table 2) 

Type Wetland 
(AP) 

Wetland 
(Final) 

Prairie 
(AP) 

Prairie 
(Final) 

Forest 
(AP) 

Forest 
(Final) 

Habitat 
(AP) 

Habitat 
(Final) 

Total 
Funding 
(AP) 

Total 
Funding 
(Final) 

Restore - $884,900 - $953,600 - $248,200 - $1,639,600 - $3,726,300 
Protect in 
Fee with 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

- - - - - $100,000 - - - $100,000 

Protect in 
Fee w/o 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

- $747,600 - - - $36,000 - $1,366,300 - $2,149,900 

Protect in 
Easement 

- - - - - - - - - - 

Enhance - $58,200 - $928,700 - $663,500 - $607,200 - $2,257,600 
Total - $1,690,700 - $1,882,300 - $1,047,700 - $3,613,100 - $8,233,800 
Acres within each Ecological Section (Table 3) 

Type Metro 
/ 
Urban 
(AP) 

Metro 
/ 
Urban 
(Final) 

Forest 
/ 
Prairie 
(AP) 

Forest 
/ 
Prairie 
(Final) 

SE 
Forest 
(AP) 

SE 
Forest 
(Final) 

Prairie 
(AP) 

Prairie 
(Final) 

N. 
Forest 
(AP) 

N. 
Forest 
(Final) 

Total 
(AP) 

Total 
(Amend) 

Total 
(Final) 

Restore 0 260 0 547 0 8 0 1,721 0 452 0 0 2,988 
Protect in 
Fee with 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 0 0 40 

Protect in 
Fee w/o 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

0 58 0 2 0 0 0 10 0 86 0 0 156 

Protect in 
Easement 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Enhance 0 282 0 174 0 175 0 4,844 0 3,612 0 0 9,087 
Total 0 600 0 723 0 183 0 6,575 0 4,190 0 0 12,271 
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Total Requested Funding within each Ecological Section (Table 4) 

Type Metro
/ 
Urban 
(AP) 

Metro/ 
Urban 
(Final) 

Forest 
/ 
Prairi
e (AP) 

Forest / 
Prairie 
(Final) 

SE 
Fores
t (AP) 

SE Forest 
(Final) 

Prairi
e (AP) 

Prairie 
(Final) 

N. 
Fores
t (AP) 

N. Forest 
(Final) 

Tota
l 
(AP) 

Total 
(Final) 

Restore - $1,230,40
0 

- $533,00
0 

- $380,90
0 

- $1,051,50
0 

- $530,500 - $3,726,30
0 

Protect 
in Fee 
with 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

- - - - - - - - - $100,000 - $100,000 

Protect 
in Fee 
w/o 
State 
PILT 
Liability 

- $697,600 - $22,000 - - - $396,700 - $1,033,60
0 

- $2,149,90
0 

Protect 
in 
Easemen
t 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

Enhance - $237,400 - $76,200 - $490,90
0 

- $835,600 - $617,500 - $2,257,60
0 

Total - $2,165,40
0 

- $631,20
0 

- $871,80
0 

- $2,283,80
0 

- $2,281,60
0 

- $8,233,80
0 

Target Lake/Stream/River Feet or Miles 

  

Explain the success/shortage of acre goals 

Total acreage goals taken directly from all funded applications totaled 12,500, but actual acres calculated from final 
reports totaled $12,239.  This difference likely stems from COVID-19 related project cancelations and acquisitions 
that fell through. 

Outcomes 

Programs in forest-prairie transition region:  
Other ~ Outcomes were dependent on applications received and projects funded. 

Programs in metropolitan urbanizing region:  
Other ~ Outcomes were dependent on applications received and projects funded. 

Programs in the northern forest region:  

Other ~ Outcomes were dependent on applications received and projects funded. 

Programs in prairie region:  
Other ~ Outcomes were dependent on applications received and projects funded. 

Programs in southeast forest region:  
Other ~ Outcomes were dependent on applications received and projects funded. 
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Parcels 

Sign-up Criteria?   
Yes - Sign up criteria is attached 

Restore / Enhance Parcels 

Name County TRDS Acres Est Cost Existing 
Protection 

Description 

Aitkin Area STGR Lek & Nest 
Habitat Enhancement 

Aitkin 04823211 48 $18,635 Yes Enhancement of 200 acres 
of grouse habitat through 
mechanical mulching, 
prescribed fire, and hand 
application of herbicide. 

Native Planting Maintenance 
Program 

Anoka 03124225 9 $15,000 Yes Enhancement of 9 acres of 
prairie using spot 
treatment of herbicide, 
mowing, and prescribed 
burns. 

Upstream Sucker Creek Becker 13840218 5 $15,050 Yes Restoration of 5 acres of 
prairie by removing 
volunteer ash and willow, 
conducting prescribed 
burns, and planting native 
seeds and plugs. 

2021 Pinewood Conifer 
Restoration 

Beltrami 14835233 250 $49,500 Yes Restoration of 250 acres 
of jack pine forest infested 
by budworm through 
harvest, site prep, and 
planting diverse tree 
species to enhance habitat 
and resilience, with 
contractors managing 
planting, bud capping, and 
site prep 

Habitat Restoration Kaul WPA - 
Meixell Tract 

Blue Earth 10729234 40 $50,000 Yes Restoration of 40 acres of 
wetlands and prairies 
through GIS mapping and 
precision seeding. 

Habitat Restoration MN Valley NW 
Refuge - Belter 

Carver 11424215 36 $50,000 Yes Restoration of 36 acres of 
prairie through geospatial 
analysis and precision 
seeding. 

Solar Pollinator Garden Cass 14531210 6 $43,664 Yes Enhancement of 6 acres of 
pollinator habitat by 
removing non-native 
species cover and seeding 
a native species mix. 

Chippewa River Riffle Montevideo Chippewa 11740207 10 $48,000 Yes Enhancement of 10 acres 
of fish habitat by building 
a rock riffle in the 
Chippewa River under 
DNR oversight. 

Grace Marshes WMA Grassland 
Restoration 

Chippewa 11939222 64 $49,152 Yes Restoration of 64 acres of 
prairie by removing 
current low biodiversity 
cover, disk and broadcast 
seeding, and maintenance 
mowing. 

  

https://lsohcprojectmgmt.leg.mn/media/lsohc/final/signup_criteria/1559320644-1495212640-cpl-eval-criteria.pdf
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Clearwater County Wetland 
Restorations #3 

Clearwater 14838220 197 $98,159 Yes Restoration of 197 acres of 
drained cropland into 
prairie and wetlands via 
seeding and earthwork. 

North Shore Riparian Forest 
Restoration 

Cook 05905229 2,787 $304,994 Yes Enhancement of 2787 acres 
of forest by mechanically 
clearing areas for 
regeneration and planting a 
diverse mix of native tree 
species. 

Invasive Species Control at 
Northland Arboretum 

Crow Wing 13328205 13 $17,195 Yes Enhancement of 13 acres of 
forest by removing invasive 
buckthorn and black locust 
followed by the planting of 
800 native trees. 

Pollinators on the Mississippi River Dakota 11518222 202 $34,400 Yes Enhancement of 202 acres 
of prairie by removing 
invasive woody species 
followed by seeding and 
plug planting locally 
sourced plants. 

Spring Lake Bluff Prairie and 
Woodland Enhancement 

Dakota 11518214 27 $88,000 Yes Enhancement of 27 acres of 
forest and prairie by 
removing non-oak woody 
species, prescribed burning, 
and planting native seeds 
and plugs. 

Spring Lake Future Bison Range 
Enhancement 

Dakota 11518227 28 $50,000 Yes Enhancement of 28 acres of 
prairie by removing non-
oak woody species, 
chemically removing non-
native plants, and seeding 
with a native prairie mix. 

Terrace Oaks Park - Northeast 
Savanna Restoration 

Dakota 11520217 22 $128,860 Yes Restoration of 22 acres of 
prairie by removing 
encroaching tree species, 
herbicide treatments, 
prescribed burning, and 
native seeding. 

Valley Park Forest Enhancement Dakota 02823223 16 $50,000 Yes Enhancement of 16 acres of 
forest by mechanical and 
chemical removal of 
buckthorn, honeysuckle, 
and garlic mustard, 
followed by native seeding. 

John Peter Hoffman SBV WMA Goodhue 11215207 51 $176,999 Yes Enhancement of 51 acres of 
forest by removing 
buckthorn and eastern red 
cedar followed by seeding 
of prairie and hardwood 
species. 

Briarwood Nature Area Hennepin 02924207 5 $28,390 Yes Restoration of 6 acres of 
forest through buckthorn 
removal, planting native 
grasses, forbs, and shrubs, 
and controling erosion on 
Basset Creek. 
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Cullen Nature Preserve Restoration Hennepin 11722210 11 $45,000 Yes Restoration of 11 acres of 
forest and savanna by 
removing invasive species 
and reestablishing diverse 
native plants. 

Elm Creek Restoration Phase IV Hennepin 12022224 15 $400,000 Yes Restoration of 15 acres of 
riparian habitat through 
stream bank stabilization, 
habitat structures, and 
native plantings. 

Freeman Park Forest restoration Hennepin 11723232 21 $50,000 Yes Restoration of 21 acres of 
forest by removing 
buckthorn via mechanical 
and chemical methods. 

Mississippi Gateway Prairie Hennepin 11921234 10 $17,042 Yes Restoration of 10 acres of 
prairie through herbicide 
treatments, prescribed 
burns, and seeding a 
diverse mix of species. 

Heartland Trail Pollinator Highway Hubbard 14033203 2 $27,200 Yes Restoration of 2 acres of 
prairie by removing current 
non-native species cover 
and broadcast seeding 
prairie plants. 

Hay Creek Spawning Ripple Itasca 05622232 1 $5,375 Yes Enhancement of 1 acre of 
spawning habitat by 
constructing riffles in Hay 
Creek. 

MDHA Winkler WMA Oak Seeding Jackson 10437206 4 $6,899 Yes Enhancement of 4 acres of 
prairie and woodland by 
planting bareroot native 
trees and shrubs. 

Parks to Prairie Kandiyohi 11935211 12 $18,600 Yes Enhancement of 12 acres of 
prairie by removing 
kentucky bluegrass turf and 
drill seeding of a native 
prairie seed  mix. 

Skataas Lake Fish Barrier Kandiyohi 12035226 1 $8,150 Yes Enhancement of 200 acres 
shallow lake habitat by 
installing a mechanical fish 
barrier. 

2021 Olive-sided flycatcher and 
pollinator habitat 

Lake 06412227 199 $49,976 Yes Restoration of 10–15 acres 
per stand with native 
flowering seed mixes in 
highly disturbed areas. 

Baudette BioBaler habitat 
Enahancement 

Lake of the 
Woods 

15930219 40 $50,000 Yes Enhancement of 195 acres 
of grouse habitat through 
biobaling encroaching 
brush. 

Dora Lake Wetland Restoration Le Sueur 11023211 32 $24,024 Yes Restoration of 32 acres of 
wetlands by removing 
drain tile and ditch plugs, 
and managing sediment. 

Murphy WMA Wetland/Vegetation 
Restoration 

Le Sueur 10923208 23 $16,747 Yes Restoration of 23 acres of 
prairies and wetlands by 
removing smooth brome, 
planting diverse seed mixes 
and constructing a berm. 
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Prairie Heritage WMA Restoration McLeod 11629232 16 $24,879 Yes Restoration of 16 acres of 
wetlands by building an 
embankment, conducting 
scrapes, and installing a 
water control structure. 

Belle Prairie Park Virgin Pine 
Restoration 

Morrison 04132214 17 $29,809 Yes Restoration of 17 acres of 
old growth pine forest 
through thinning and 
pruning white pine saplings 
and controlling invasive 
species. 

Crane Meadows NWR Restoration Morrison 04031232 35 $26,319 Yes Enhancement of 35 acres of 
forest by removing invasive 
buckthorn via pulling, 
cutting, mowing, stump 
grinding, and herbicide. 

Chester Woods Tornado cleanup Olmsted 10613213 2 $14,259 Yes Restoration of 2 acres of 
oak savanna by clearing 
damaged trees, prairie 
seeding, mowing, and 
periodic burns. 

Olmsted County WMA 
Enhancements 

Olmsted 10515216 92 $50,000 Yes Enhancement of 92 acres of 
prairie by mechanically and 
chemically removing 
encroaching trees. 

10 Mile WPA Woody Removal 
Phase 1 

Otter Tail 13142216 110 $49,679 Yes Restoration of 110 acres of 
wetland associated 
grassland through woody 
encroachment removal. 

Aastad WMA Woody Removal Otter Tail 13143221 45 $17,833 Yes Restoration of 50 acres of 
wetland-associated 
grassland habitat by 
precisely removing invasive 
woody cover with 
specialized equipment and 
herbicide treatments 

Doran WMA Woody Removal Otter Tail 13144220 140 $17,460 Yes Enhancement of 140 acres 
of wet prairie through 
invasive species removal 
via mechanical and 
chemical treatment. 

Knollwood WPA Ecological Habitat 
Area 

Otter Tail 13243214 5 $5,950 Yes Enhancement of 5 acres of 
prairie by planting plots of 
high diversity seed mixes 
within Knollwood WPA. 

Otter Tail County Wetlands and 
Grassland #2 

Otter Tail 13239233 328 $389,933 Yes Restoration of 328 acres of 
wetlands and prairies 
through removing drainage 
tiles, earthwork, removing 
sediment, and seeding with 
native species. 

Prairie City USA: Habitat 
Restoration 

Otter Tail 13243203 11 $24,532 Yes Restoration of 11 acres of 
prairie by removing 
existing vegetation with 
herbicide followed by 
seeding local ecotype seed. 
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Cloquet Area Habitat Enhancement 
#1 

Pine 04520216 35 $19,996 Yes Restoration of 35 acres of 
grouse habitat via 
smechanical removal of 
brush, site prep, and 
seeding. 

Rutledge WMA STGR Habitat 
Enhancement 

Pine 04420236 315 $50,000 Yes Enhancement of 315 acres 
of sharp tailed grouse 
habitat by removing 
encroaching trees, 
prescribed burns, and 
native seeding. 

Tree and Brush Removal in the FSM 
Unit 

Polk 14944223 139 $49,851 Yes Enhancement of 139 acres 
of prairie by removing 
encroaching trees and 
brush followed by 
prescribed burns. 

Prairie Pothole Wetlands and 
Grassland #5 

Pope 12339227 1,451 $376,505 Yes Restoration of 1451 acres 
of prairie and wetlands by 
removing drainage tiles, 
excavating excess sediment, 
and seeding with a native 
seed mix. 

Seasonal Wetlands Cattail Control 
IX 

Pope 12537236 206 $50,000 Yes Enhancement of 206 acres 
of wetlands by removing 
invasive cattails , repairiing 
water control structures, 
and re-seeding wetland and 
upland areas. 

Lake Owasso shore zone 
restoration 

Ramsey 03023236 1 $33,745 Yes Restoration of 1 acres of 
shoreline on Lake Owasso 
through invasive species 
removal followed by native 
seeding and plug planting. 

Tamarack West Ramsey 03022209 47 $172,073 Yes Restoration of 47 acres of 
oak savanna by removing 
buckthorn and black locust 
followed by planting plugs 
and seeds. 

Wakan Tipi Center Pollinator 
Habitat 

Ramsey 02922232 2 $16,636 Yes Restoration of 2 acres of 
prairie by seeding diverse 
native species mixes. 

MDHA Tiger Lake Young Forest Redwood 11335228 17 $18,957 Yes Enhancement of 17 acres of 
forest by opening up the 
canopy, benefitting new 
understory growth and 
providing winter feeding 
for deer. 

Habitat Enhancement Ph 2 MN 
Valley NW Refuge & WMD 

Rice 11424227 3,073 $352,000 Yes Enhancement of 3073 acres 
of prairie and savanna 
through invasive species 
removal and planting 
native species. 

Owatonna Area WMA 
Enhancements 

Rice 10920208 85 $44,868 Yes Enhancement of 85 acres of 
prairie by mechanically and 
chemically removing 
encroaching trees. 
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Prairie Creek WMA Grassland Mgmt Rice 11119225 225 $47,561 Yes Enhancement of 225 acres 
of prairie by controlling 
woody invasive species, 
seeding with local ecotype 
seed, and conducting 
prescribed burns. 

High Island Dam Replacement Sibley 11428233 1 $396,100 Yes Restoration of 1 acre of 
wetlands and fish habitat by 
installing a variable crest 
water control structure. 

LaCroix/Kawishiwi RD Oak 
Blueberry TSI 2021 

St. Louis 06616229 367 $86,815 Yes Enhancement of 367 acres 
of oak and blueberry 
habitats through timber 
stand improvement 
methods and prescribed 
fire. 

Restoring Brook Trout Passage on 
Chester Creek 

St. Louis 05014216 1 $382,914 Yes Restoration of 1 acre of 
Chester Creek by installing 
a new culvert to allow for 
brook trout passage. 

Christopher Kurilla WMA Goat 
Grazing 

Stearns 12532218 15 $44,364 Yes Restoration of 15 acres of 
prairie by controlling 
buckthorn via goat grazing. 

Pollinator Plot Establishment Stevens 12543215 5 $50,000 Yes Enhancement of 5 acres of 
prairie by removing large 
rocks, disking soils, and 
broadcast seeding a native 
prairie mix. 

Crosby-Ripple Woody Removal Swift 12043228 555 $49,999 Yes Enhancement of 555 acres 
of grouse habitat by 
removing invasive trees 
and shrubs via cutting and 
herbicide. 

Mazeppa Creek Habitat 
Enhancement 

Wabasha 10914209 4 $263,950 Yes Enhancement of 4 acres of 
Mazeppa Creek by 
reconnecting the channel to 
its floodplain, reducing 
erosion, and adding in-
stream habitat features. 

City of Waseca Restorations Waseca 10722207 68 $45,195 Yes Restoration of 68 acres of 
prairie by removing 
encroaching invasive trees 
via pulling, cutting, mowing, 
stump grinding, and 
herbicide. 

City of Afton Habitat Restoration Washington 02820214 15 $49,960 Yes Restoration of 15 acres of 
woodland, prairie, and 
savanna by removing 
invasive species, applying 
herbicide, and re-
establishing native 
vegetation. 

Croixwood Open Square Buckthorn 
Remediation Plan 

Washington 03020231 10 $31,195 Yes Restoration of 10 acres of 
forest by removing 
buckthorn via cutting, goat 
grazing, and herbicide. 
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St. Croix Trail Habitat Restoration Washington 02820214 31 $163,345 Yes Restoration of 31 acres of 
habitat by removing 
invasive shrub/trees and 
chemical control of other 
invasive species and 
resprouts. 

Manston Marsh WMA  Woody 
Removal 

Wilkin 13547225 351 $49,600 Yes Enhancement of 351 acres 
of prairie by mechanically 
and chemically removing 
woody invasive species and 
seeding with a native mix. 

Whitewater River Restoration, 
Phase 1 

Winona 10610219 6 $366,688 Yes Restoration of 6 acres of the 
Whitewater River by 
removing invasive species, 
reshaping river banks, 
adding in-stream structures, 
and planting native plants. 

Collinwood Park Prairie 
Restoration 

Wright 11828207 30 $44,154 Yes Restoration of 30 acres of 
prairie through removing 
invasive trees, applying 
herbicide, prescribed 
burning, site prep, and 
seeding native species. 

Fee Parcels 

Name County TRDS Acres Est Cost Existing 
Protection 

Blackface Lake Acquisition Aitkin 05123202 40 $36,000 No 
Buck's Mill Dam Land Acquisition Becker 13841231 2 $22,038 No 
Mullen Property Acquisition Carver 11725208 55 $347,618 No 
Fifty Lakes Loon Habitat Preservation Project Crow Wing 13827222 6 $339,170 No 
MDHA Maple Grove Township Acquisition Crow Wing 04429236 40 $79,135 No 
Elm Creek Land Aquisition Hennepin 12022224 3 $350,000 No 
Prairie Woods ELC Additions Kandiyohi 12135234 10 $396,716 No 
Knowlton Creek Acquisition and Restoration St. Louis 04915223 21 $237,500 No 
Forest Lake Wetland Acquisition Washington 03221212 19 $400,000 No 
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Parcel Map 
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