
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2011 Final Report

D ate: No vemb er 08, 2017

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: G reen Corridor Legacy Program, Phase III

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $1,771,000

Manag er's  Name: Brad Cobb
O rg anizatio n: Redwood Area Development Corporation
Ad d ress : 200 S. Mill St.
C ity: Redwood Falls, 56283
Email: pat@radc.org

Leg is lative C itatio n: ML 2011, First S p . S ess io n, C h. 6, Art. 1, S ec. 2, S ub d . 2( i)

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: $1,771,000 the first year is to the commissioner of natural resources for an agreement with the Redwood Area
Development Corporation to acquire land for wildlife management area purposes under Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.05, subdivision 8, or
aquatic management areas under Minnesota Statutes, sections 86A.05, subdivision 14, and 97C.02. A list of proposed land acquisitions must
be provided as part of the required accomplishment plan.

C o unty Lo catio ns: Redwood

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  was  co mp leted :

Prairie

Activity typ es:

Restore
Protect in Fee

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Prairie

Summary of  Accomplishments:

This program helped to create a legacy of habitat connectivity, public access, and economic vitality based on increased outdoor
recreational opportunities in the mid-Minnesota River Watershed.

Process & Methods:

This program incorporates the basic concepts of sustainability and ecosystem management. Minnesota has lost 99%  of the original
prairie and has seen dramatic declines in grassland dependent wildlife. Examples of the species showing the greatest conservation
need in the Program area; the American Badger, G rasshopper Sparrow, and Bobolink to name just a few. Traditional game species are
also affected by the decline in habitat such as pheasants, deer, wild turkey, and a variety of dabbling ducks which are associated to
prairie wetland complexes. 

Publicly owned natural resource infrastructures (WMA, AMA, SNA, parks/trails, waterways) invigorates local and regional economies by
providing outdoor recreation and tourism opportunities supported by hunting, fishing, wildlife observation areas, and other forms of
outdoor recreation. New business concepts are likely to arise as a direct result of the recreational and tourism opportunities that will
be advanced by this G reen Corridor Legacy Program. Because of this concept there is wide support from many stakeholders who will
assist the Program activities to achieve the desired outcomes. 

The G lacial River Warren created the Minnesota River Valley as it drained Lake Agassiz 10,000+ years ago. The bluff to bluff wall of water
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carved out one of Minnesota’s most scenic landscapes, creating unique geological features, and unique plant communities along the
valley and its primary tributaries. 

Efforts to restore, protect, and enhance our wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for fish, game, and wildlife are timely as escalating
development pressures threaten remaining natural lands and water resources on both public and private lands. The G reen Corridor
Legacy Program approach will be based on sound science concepts of plan development, setting conservation priorities, developing
short and long term strategies to achieve conservation priorities, implement the strategies, and then continue monitoring the
outcomes. All of these concepts and practices will follow existing state wildlife and conservation plans and natural resource
management practices in conjunction with agency partners. 

The primary work area of the G reen Corridor Legacy Program will be Redwood, Renville, Yellow Medicine, Chippewa, Brown, Nicollet,
Murray, Lyon, and Cottonwood Counties with an emphasis along the Minnesota River, its tributaries, associated watersheds, and
creating/expanding corridor or complexes of habitat. Connecting existing fragments of habitat along and near the Minnesota River and
tributaries in the Program area will generate an ecological synergism that will allow game, wildlife, and aquatic species to flourish, while
creating multiple recreational opportunities and improving public access through a series (phases) of funded activities within the nine
(9) county Program area. 

This Program is directly consistent with the uses of the Outdoor Heritage Fund, as specified in Article XI of the Minnesota Constitution
and Minnesota Statute 97A.056: to restore, protect, and enhance wetlands, prairies, forests, and habitat for fish, game, and wildlife.
Furthermore, it will produce multiple conservation benefits across a large targeted and planned geographic area. 

Final Report: This program acquired 3 properties at total of 315 acres in our planned Lamberton area corridor that meets the above
mentioned concepts and activities that produced multiple conservation benefits. 1) The Dutch Charleys Creek WMA project acquired
79 acres of which 39 acres where donated by the landowner at a value of $51,960. The property borders the eastern side of Dutch
Charleys Creek and is a well documented wintering area for wildlife like deer, turkey, and pheasants. This property also connects to a
FY10 OHF G reen Corridor project of 83 acres. 2) G ora Praire WMA is 154 acre site that protected an expiring CRP contract and also
protected small remnants of native prairie. 3) The Lamberton WMA #23 project of 80 acres of which 12 acres where donated by the
landowner at a value of $16,000. This tract also protected an expiring CRP contract. This project also connects to a 90 acre FY11 OHF
project by G reen Corridor. 

This program year marked a time when land values were escalating and when many CRP contracts in the area were expiring. One high
valued site of nearly 200 acres was pursued as part of this appropriation and after a tremendous amount of time/effort to work out
details with the property owner no deal was reached. Overall, the G reen Corridor Program received amazing support from our willing
landowners as noted by their land donations, We also received strong support/encouragement from the DNR area wildlife manager
and the regional DNR office in the planning/evaluation of potential sites and we also had the support of local units of government and
several local wildlife conservation groups. 

Explain Partners, Supporters, & Opposit ion:

Not Listed

Addit ional Comments:
Exceptional challenges, expectations, failures, opportunities, or unique aspects of program

Not Listed

Other Funds Received:

Environmental and Natural Resource Trust Fund

Ho w were the fund s  used  to  ad vanced  the p ro g ram:

The G reen Corridor Legacy Program focuses on preserving and restoring natural resources infrastructures while emphasizing habitat
connectivity (corridors), viability, and public access to these habitats. Besides funding requests to the Environmental & Natural Resource
Trust Fund (ENRTF) by G reen Corridor Inc., several SWCD’s in the G reen Corridor Program area are planning future Clean Water Legacy Fund
program proposals and G reen Corridor Inc will be participating in those planning discussions. G reen Corridor Inc. will coordinate Program
area submissions to the Outdoor Heritage Fund – Conservation Legacy Program (small grants) with our conservation group partners like the
Minnesota Deer Hunters Association, Minnesota Waterfowl Association, National Wild Turkey Federation, Ducks Unlimited, The Nature
Conservancy, and Pheasants Forever. Many other regional initiatives are currently being planned that are in line with Parks & Trails and Arts &
Cultural Legacy Funds funding strategies.

What is the plan to sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are
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expended:

First, initial site restoration and development (signage, parking lots, fencing) will be accomplished by this appropriation. The DNR
Division of Fish & Wildlife will then permanently manage these properties. Routine maintenance will be managed by area DNR staff
funded by their traditional sources like the G ame & Fish Fund. Periodic enhancements or improvements will be funded by special
funding requests. The DNR requires management or stewardship plans for each project which identify periodic inspections and
continuing management of the property site. These management practices include such things as; prescribed fire, weed control, and
invasive tree removal as needed or required. Regional partners/stakeholders in conjunction with the G reen Corridor Legacy Program
will also support these management activities/practices by applying for state funding/grants for on-going maintenance as needed. This
appropriation will also fund restoration on approximately 54 acres at an estimated cost of $27,000 for projects acquired with the G reen
Corridor Legacy Program Phase II (FY11 OHF) appropriation.

Outcomes:
The original accomplishment plan stated the program would
P ro g rams in p rairie reg io n:

Not Listed

Ho w wil l  the o utco mes b e measured  and  evaluated ?

To date G reen Corridor (through several OHF and ENRTF grants) has protected a total of 1,600 acres along the Minnesota River Valley,
associated watersheds, and tributaries as: WMA’s, AMA’s,SNA, & state parks which are open to public use. These newly acquired
properties from supportive landowners, has protected remnant native prairies, rock outcrops, provided nearly 7 miles of Minnesota
River and other shoreline protection, expanded existing public infrastructures, and increased the public outdoor recreational system
within the G reen Corridor. Finally through landowner donations this grant also received 54 acres at a value of $67,960.
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Budget Spreadsheet

Final Budget line item reallocations are allowed up to 10% and do not need require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Total Amount: $1,771,000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name Request S pent Cash Leverag e (anticipated) Cash Leverag e (received) Leverag e S o urce T o ta l (o rig ina l) T o ta l (fina l)
Perso nnel $0 $11,500 $0 $0 $0 $11,500
Co ntra cts $101,000 $55,000 $0 $0 $101,000 $55,000
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $1,551,000 $1,672,900 $0 $0 $1,551,000 $1,672,900
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $1,000 $400 $0 $0 $1,000 $400
Pro fess io na l Services $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Direct Suppo rt Services $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $9,000 $9,000 $0 $0 $9,000 $9,000
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $109,000 $21,800 $0 $0 $109,000 $21,800
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $1,771,000 $1,770,600 $0 $0 $1,771,000 $1,770,600

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years S pent Cash Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
RADC perso na l- Fisca l Ag ent 0.09 4.50 $11,500 $0 $11,500

To ta l 0.09 4.50 $11,500 $0 $11,500

Explain any budget challenges or successes:

Not Listed

All revenues received by the recipient that have been generated f rom activit ies on land with money
f rom the OHF:
Total Revenue: $0
Revenue Spent: $0
Revenue Balance: $0
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 275 0 0 0 0 0 275 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 275 313 0 0 0 0 275 313

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 550 313 0 0 0 0 550 313

T ab le 1b . Ho w many o f  these P rairie acres  are Native P rairie?

T ype Native Pra irie  (o rig ina l) Native Pra irie  (fina l)
Resto re 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0
Enha nce 0 0

To ta l 0 0

T ab le 2. T o tal  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $165,000 $21,800 $0 $0 $0 $0 $165,000 $21,800
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $1,606,000 $1,748,800 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,606,000 $1,748,800

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $1,771,000 $1,770,600 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,771,000 $1,770,600

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 275 0 0 0 0 59 0 0 275 59
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 275 0 0 0 0 313 0 0 275 313

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 550 0 0 0 0 372 0 0 550 372
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T ab le 4. T o tal  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $165,000 $21,800 $0 $0 $165,000 $21,800
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,606,000 $1,748,800 $0 $0 $1,606,000 $1,748,800

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,771,000 $1,770,600 $0 $0 $1,771,000 $1,770,600

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  (o rig inal)

0

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  ( f inal)

0

Explain the success/shortage of  acre goals:

Not Listed
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Parcel List

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Redwood
Name T RDS Acres O HF Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ? Descriptio n

Dutch Cha rleys  Creek
WMA 10936230 79 $244,140 Yes Full No t Applica ble Do na tio n 39 a cres  o f RIM

G o ra  Pra irie  WMA 10937229 154 $1,232,000 No Full No t Applica ble Next to  Pe ll Creek
La mberto n WMA #23 10937212 80 $196,000 Yes Full No t Applica ble Do na tio n 12.6 a cres  o f RIM

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Completed Parcel: Dutch Charleys Creek WMA

# o f T o ta l Acres: 79
Co unty: Redwo o d
T o wnship: 109
Rang e: 36
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 30
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land: 79
Amo unt o f S ho rline: 2000 (Linea r Feet)
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable): Dutch Cha rleys  Creek
Has there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: MNDNR - Wildlife  Div.
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name:
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Rd
Annual Repo rting  City: St. Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55155
Annual Repo rting  Email:
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 651.259.5180
Purchase Date: December 11, 2012
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $244,140
Appra ised Va lue: $244,140
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $6,600
Assessed Va lue: $273,400
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $244,140
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Wildlife  Ma na g ement Area  -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er:
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Completed Parcel: Gora Prairie WMA

# o f T o ta l Acres: 154
Co unty: Redwo o d
T o wnship: 109
Rang e: 37
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 29
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land: 154
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: MNDNR- Wildlife
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name:
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Rd
Annual Repo rting  City: St Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55155
Annual Repo rting  Email:
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 651.259.5180
Purchase Date: June  14, 2013
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $1,232,000
Appra ised Va lue: $1,232,000
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $6,275
Assessed Va lue: $963,500
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $1,232,000
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Wildlife  Ma na g ement Area  -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er:
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Completed Parcel: Lamberton WMA #23

# o f T o ta l Acres: 80
Co unty: Redwo o d
T o wnship: 109
Rang e: 37
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 12
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland:
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land: 80
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: MNDNR- Wildlife
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name:
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Rd
Annual Repo rting  City: St Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55155
Annual Repo rting  Email:
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 651.259.5180
Purchase Date: June  24, 2013
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $196,000
Appra ised Va lue: $196,000
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $6,580
Assessed Va lue: $411,200
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $196,000
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Wildlife  Ma na g ement Area  -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er:
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Parcel Map

Green Corridor Legacy Program, Phase III

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend

Page 11 o f 11


