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he’d received “threats” that House Republican lead-
ers wouldn't support DNR and Board of Water and
Soil Resources” bonding requests related to water
quality if private ditches weren’t taken off the buffer
requirement table. ‘

To which legislators said: They never were on the

(See Buffer Debate Page 35)
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In its 25-year framework,

completed in 2010, the LSOHC"

estimated the Outdoor Heritage
Fund could acquire between
664,000 and 1.5 million acres of
land in the state. The Outdoor
Heritage Fund takes in 33
percent — about $100 million
per year — of the three-eighths of
1 percent sales tax increase that
voters approved in 2008.

To date, the Outdoor Heritage
Fund has been used to acquire
42,316 acres via fee-title acqui-
sition - lands that are perma-
nently protected and open to
the public — and 226,326 acres in
conservation easements, which
also are permanently protected.

“Right now, we're on a trajec-
tory to just barely beat that
664,000-acre estimate,” said Joe
Pavelko, LSOHC assistant direc-
tor. “Unless somethmg changes
dramatically, I think we're going
to be on the lower end of those
estirnates.”

The report doesn’t include
all projects for which moriey to
date has been allocated. Grant
recipients have three years to
complete acquisitions, and resto-
rations may take even longer.

The report isn’t so much a
judgment of the success of the
Outdoor Heritage Fund to date,
but rather a snapshot in time,
LSOHC officials say. Rather
than figures related to acres
acquired, success ultimately will
be defined by what the money

does for the number of bird

(From Page 1)

table.

species or nesting pheasants, for
-example.

“For the most part, it's been

. successful so far,” Pavelko said.

“But the big thing will be, after
25 years, has there been a land-
scape change?”

Among the information the
report includes is the amount of
land acquired in each county. In
17 counties, there hadn’t been a

completed fee-title acquisition.

And in 32 counties, there hadn’t
been a completed easement.

Given the number of years
remaining in the life of the
Legacy Amendment, and the fact
that not all funded projects have
been completed, “The Qutdoor
Heritage Council envisions
seeing a more even distribution
of acquisitions throughout most
of the counties,” Pavelko said.

There have been more than
2,000 acres acquired via fee-title
acquisition in three counties —
Clay, Crow Wing, and Kanabec
— and more than 10,000 acres
of easements acquired in four

* counties - Itasca, Koochiching,

Lake, and St. Louis.

In 46 counties, fewer than 640
acres have been acquired via fee-
title acquisition, and in 43 coun-
ties, there have been fewer than
640 acres acquired via easement.
One section of land equates to 1
mile by 1 mile, or 640 acres.

Among the other figures
contained in the report:

e Of the 42,316 acres acquired
thus far, 17,830 are prairie acres;
10,439 are forest acres; 8,890 are

he views the state’s buffer bill as
“nation-leading, great legislation.”

Dayton, however, said he

‘ Fee—tltle lands bought using Outdoor Herltage funds
-(for projects reported as complete by June 30, 201 5) .
- Acquisitions: 319

“Total acres: 42,316 -

‘Total acquusntlon payment $150 379 982

Easements acqu:red using Outdoor Herltage funds -
(for projects reported as complete by .June 30 207 5)
Easements: 278
“Total acres: 226, 326 S e
-Total easement payment $79 97‘2 1 56 -

.“.Estlmated acqwsrtlon 2009—2033
‘Fee title: 275,833

Easement: 441 611;
‘ .‘Total 717 444

‘Informatlon courtesy Lessard ’Sams
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wetland acres; and 5,157 are
habitat acres.

e Of the 226,326 acres of ease-
ments acquired, 212,457 are
forest acres; 8,988 are wetland
acres; 4,052 are Pprairie acres; and
828 are habitat acres.

e $150,379,982 has been spent
to acquire land in fee title;
$79,972,156 has been used to
purchase easements.

* © The highest percentage of a
county acquired in fee title is in
Kanabec County, where just less
than 0.8 percent of the land in
the county has been acquired.

e The highest percentage of a
county acquired in easement is
Itasca County, where 9 percent
of the land in the county has
been acquired.

¢ Before acquisition, the esti-
mated average tax for fee-title
acquisitions without PILT obli-
gations was $10.62 per acre; the
estimated average tax for fee-
title acquisitions with PILT obli-
gation was $24.21 per acre.

¢ From 2009 through 2015,
the estimated average PILT
payment per acre for lands
acquired via fee title was $31.31.

* Through 2015, the PILT obli-
_gation on lands acquired from
the Outdoor Hentage Fund is
$795,187.




