
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council 

MEMO:  Agenda Item #7 

DATE:  April 28, 2017 

SUBJECT:  Mississippi River Northwoods Trails and Potential Land Exchange 

PRESENTER: Mark Johnson, Executive Director 
  Sarah Strommen, MNDNR 
 
 
Suggested Motion:   
 
Motion by Councilmember X to: 

Acknowledge receipt of the Crow Wing County (CWC) Board Resolution, dated February 14, 
2017, establishing changes to the Mississippi River Northwoods (MRNW) trail designation and 
recreational uses and approve LSOHC staff to work with CWC and Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (MNDNR) on a potential land exchange between LSOHC and CWC specifically 
relating to approximately 134 acres currently part of the MRNW property along Highway 210 
and other adjacent CWC owned lands.  Final land exchange approval will be considered by the 
full LSOHC council and will follow all LSOHC statutory requirements. 
 
 

Background:   
 
Recently CWC, MNDNR, ATVAM, and other local ATV groups worked together to develop a revised 
recreational trails plan for the MRNW project.  In the spirit of working within the requirements of the 
Outdoor Heritage Fund and CWC needs, CWC formally adopted a revised plan at their February 14, 2017 
county board meeting.  That plan has been provided to LSOHC and is included in the agenda packet 
(attachment 7i).  CWC would now like to renew discussions on and move forward with a potential land 
exchange. 
 
 
Next Steps: 
 

LSOHC will consider a potential land swap with CWC as generically presented on attached maps 
(7j) and according to CWC final approved accomplishment plan (7k – page 3).  LSOHC staff will 
work with CWC (and MNDNR as needed) to firm up the land swap details for presentation to 
and potential approval by the LSOHC at a future meeting. 

 
 
Timeline and Supporting Documents: 
 
7a – March 16, 2016 – Proposed Trail Designation Application Summary – Draft CWC trail designation 
application for the MRNW property. 
 



7b – April 8, 2016 – Letter from LSOHC to CWC – Provides written comment from LSOHC to CWC 
regarding proposed recreational trail designation on MRNW property during public review process 
related to proposed GIA application to MNDNR.  
 
7c – June 9, 2016 – Letter from DNR to CWC – DNR expressed concerns on the possible trail designation 
on the MRNW projects and provided potential options to better align the MRNW property with the 
purposes of OHF. 
 
7d – June 30, 2016 – Letter from LSOHC to CWC  – Informs CWC of LSOHC to not move forward with 
land exchange proposal until proposed recreational trail plans and potential legal issues have been 
resolved. 
 
7e – July 5, 2016 – Letter from LSOHC to MNDNR – Requests the DNR cease any further trail oriented 
grants or grant request activities related to MRNW property. 
 
7f – November 1, 2016 – Letter from LSOHC to MNDNR – Requests MNDNR seek appropriate legal 
action against CWC on behalf of LSOHC. 
 
7g – January 23, 2017 – Letter from MNDNR to CWC – Confirms understanding of potential CWC 
resolution pertaining to recreational trails compromise on the MRNW parcel following a December 15th, 
2016 meeting with ATVAM, CWC, MNDNR, and local ATV groups. 
 
7h – January 30, 2017 – Letter from MNDNR to LSOHC – MNDNR informs LSOHC that DNR’s General 
Counsel believes MNDNR does not have clear authority to initiate legal action on behalf of LSOHC. 
 
7i – February 14, 2017 – Signed CWC Resolution and CWC Board Packet – Details the establishment of 
the MRNW property as “limited,” eliminates the “picnic area,” recognizes the “parking lot” in the GIA 
request is a logging landing area where parking can occur when not in use by forestry operations, and an 
attached trails map. 
 
7j – Maps of MRNW potential land exchange 
 
7k – March 6, 2015 – Approved Final Accomplishment Plan – Mississippi River Northwoods Habitat 
Complex Protection M.L. 2012, Ch. 264, Art. 1, Sec. 2, Subd. 3(b)  
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