
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Fiscal Year 2018 / ML 2017 Request for Funding

D ate: June 17, 2016

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: State Forest Acquisition, Richard J. Dorer Memorial Forest - Phase IV (FA07)

Fund s  Req uested : $7,000,000

Manag er's  Name: Robert Milne
T itle: Forestry Lands Program Consultant
O rg anizatio n: MN DNR Forestry
Ad d ress : 500 Lafayette Road
C ity: St. Paul, MN 55155-0044
O ff ice Numb er: 651-259-5270
Email: bob.milne@state.mn.us

C o unty Lo catio ns: Fillmore, G oodhue, Houston, Olmsted, Wabasha, and Winona.

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  wil l  take p lace:

Southeast Forest

Activity typ es:

Enhance
Protect in Fee

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Forest

Abstract:

This project will protect and enhance high priority habitat in fee and easement for the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Forest in southeast
Minnesota. This will include enhancing mixed deciduous forest lands through silvicultural practices and control of invasive species. The
project will also provide additional opportunities for hunting in an area of the state where public hunting opportunities are limited. All
projects will be done in accordance with the state forest land asset plans, RJ Dorer State Forest Plan and the SE MN Driftless Project
Map.

Design and scope of  work:

Minnesota’s population has grown by over 1 million people, to 5.3 million, in the past 20 years and is projected to continue this growth
rate for the next 20 years. Thousands of acres of habitat continue to be converted to intensive commercial, residential, and agricultural
development each year. 

This proposal will directly protect and provide public hunting opportunities to approximately 2300 additional acres of critical forestland
habitat and provide connective corridors to State Forest (SF) through fee acquisition. The strategy is to acquire parcels that will reduce
owner fragmentation across the landscape. Parcels have been identified in area land asset management plans and fall into three
classifications; those providing protection of a critical forest habitat, those consolidating fragmented forest habitat, and those providing
permanent connectivity to state land for habitat management. This proposal continues the work of acquiring key land parcels from
willing sellers. 

The forested parcels provide critical habitat for deer, turkey, many migratory birds and flora and fauna of special concern. These
acquisitions will protect the declining forest base from fragmentation due to development and will also provide opportunities to
further enhance habitat for as well as provide additional public hunting opportunities with the region. 

This project includes the initial land development of each parcel acquired including boundary surveys and signage, well and septic
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closure, building and dump disposal. Steps will be taken to restore lands to oak savanna and mixed deciduous forests and control the
spread of terrestrial invasive species. 

This project includes all of the following activities: initial site reviews, negotiations with sellers, appraisals, environmental reviews and
acquisition of fee title. All land will be open for public hunting and fishing. 

Enhancement plans and invasive control activities will be coordinated through the DNR silviculture and invasive species programs on
100 acres of marginal agricultural lands. Additional TIS preventive measure will be taken by installing boot brush and information kiosks
in strategic locations on OHF acquired or donated lands in the RJ Dorer State Forest. 

Which sections of  the Minnesota Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan are applicable to this
project:

H1 Protect priority land habitats
H3 Improve connectivity and access to recreation

Which other plans are addressed in this proposal:

Minnesota Forest Resource Council Landscape Plans
Outdoor Heritage Fund: A 25 Year Framework

Describe how your program will advance the indicators identif ied in the plans selected:

This project is supports G oal 1, Objective 1 of the Minnesota Forest Resource Council Southeast Landscape Plan with focus areas of
acquiring high priority sites to protect native plant communities with public acquisition Direct resources toward native plant
communities on public lands in priority complexes for invasive species management, prescribed burns, and regeneration. Additionally, it
advances the MN DNR's Conservation agenda by providing more opportunities in SE Minnesota. 

This also supports the Outdoor Heritage Fund: A 25 Year Framework Priority actions in the Southeast Forest section by protecting forest
habitat, providing access for management of landlocked public properties and restoring forest-based wildlife habitat.

Which LSOHC section priorit ies are addressed in this proposal:
S o utheast Fo rest:

Protect forest habitat though acquisition in fee or easement to prevent parcelization and fragmentation and to provide the ability to
access and manage landlocked public properties

Describe how your program will produce and demonstrate a signif icant and permanent conservation
legacy and/or outcomes f or f ish, game, and wildlif e as indicated in the LSOHC priorit ies:

This program will protect lands by incorporating them right into the long established state forest system. These specific lands will be
part of the the Richard J. Dorer forests was established 55 years ago in southeast MN as a memorial to pioneers and veterans.

Describe how the proposal uses science-based targeting that leverages or expands corridors and
complexes, reduces f ragmentation or protects areas identif ied in the MN County Biological Survey:

The planning model used for parcel selection is based on three metrics: acres of critical habitat protected, miles of boundary reduced
and acres of existing state land accessed. Parcels of land with willing sellers that meet one or more of these metrics have been
selected and prioritized.

How does the proposal address habitats that have signif icant value f or wildlif e species of  greatest
conservation need, and/or threatened or endangered species, and list  targeted species:

In the southeast, the Richard J.Dorer Memorial Hardwoods State Forest (RJ Dorer) is a unique forest biome of rolling hills, goat prairie,
and river bottom forest. This forest provides habitat to deer, turkey, rattlesnakes, trout, many migratory birds and flora and fauna of
special concern. The parcels to be acquired will provide connections with streams and rivers, consolidate fragmented forestland, and
provide connective corridors to large areas of currently inaccessible state land. As private land in-holdings become available in the
northern forests, acquisition of these lands will restore historical large blocks of forested habitat which will protect the declining forest
base from fragmentation. Therefore, this will reduce development within the forests and provide opportunities to further enhance
habitat for fish, game and other wildlife.
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Identif y indicator species and associated quantit ies this habitat  will typically support:

Ovenbird 
Ovenbirds (Seiurus aurocapilla) are found in upland forests statewide; typically in relatively mature forest but can also be found in
younger forests. Deciduous, mixed coniferous-deciduous, and coniferous forests may be suitable. Ovenbirds nest on the ground in leaf
litter. This species has been identified as a priority species to monitor, as an indication of the health of mature forest uplands, within
the area represented by the LSOHC Northern Forest planning section . While territories vary in size and may overlap , an average of 10
pairs for every 10 hectares may be translated to roughly 16 pairs for every 40 acres. 

White-tailed deer 
White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) use a wide variety of forested habitats, are found throughout Minnesota, and are an
important game species in the state. Deer have also been suggested as potential ecological indicators for forest systems . In the 33
forested deer permit areas for which deer densities are estimated, covering most of the LSOHC Northern Forest section, the six-year
average (2010-2015) for pre-fawn deer densities across all deer permit areas is 13 deer per square mile of land (excluding water) . This
translates to 0.02 deer (pre-fawning) per acre of forest land habitat or roughly 1 deer (pre-fawning) for every 50 acres of land. On
average, densities within the Forest/Prairie Transition, Metropolitan Area, and Southeast Forest LSOHC planning sections will be higher
than those in the Northern Forest. Note that pre-fawn estimates provide an indication of deer numbers when they are at their seasonal
low (spring).

Outcomes:
P ro g rams in so utheast fo rest reg io n:

Forestlands and savannas are protected from parceliazation and fragmentation and accessible for resource management purposes
Forest and savanna habitat are protected from parcelization and fragmentation and accessible for resource management purposes. Protection
from parcelization and fragmentation is measured by the miles of state/private boundary reduced by the acquisition. The goal of this project is
a reduction by 7.0 miles. Protected corridors are measured by acres of existing state land made accessible.

How will you sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended:

Lands acquired in this project become part of the Minnesota State Forest system. This project is very sustainable as management costs
are reduced by the project through improved access for habitat management and consolidation of existing state forest lands. Funding
for management comes from the Forest Management Investment Account of the Natural Resources Fund, funded by timber sales
revenue from the existing portions of the state forest.

Explain the things you will do in the f uture to maintain project  outcomes:

Year S o urce o f Funds S tep 1 S tep 2 S tep 3

2022 Na tura l Res o urce  Fund - FMIA

Ma na g e fo res ts  to  ma ximize
fo rest hea lth a nd wildlife
benefits  co ns is tent with
g uida nce  do cumenta tio n.

Ma inta in bo unda ries Mo nito r public use  a nd
a ddress  a ny is sues .

What is the degree of  t iming/opportunist ic urgency and why it  is necessary to spend public money f or
this work as soon as possible:

Land prices have stabilized and a short-term opportunity continues to exist to purchase more land value for our expenditures. This
window of opportunity is quickly closing as the real estate market continues its recovery. Also, landowner's generally make quick
decisions on the sale of their property. Having the funds available provides more opportunity with willing landowners.

How does this proposal include leverage in f unds or other ef f ort  to supplement any OHF
appropriat ion:

The leverage funds indicated provide acquisition coordination and support from the G eneral fund.

Relationship to other f unds:

Not Listed

D escrib e the relatio nship  o f  the fund s:

Not Listed
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Describe the source and amount of  non-OHF money spent f or this work in the past:

Appro priatio n
Year S o urce Amo unt

FY05 RIM 120000
FY06 Bo nding 2500000

Activity Details

Requirements:

If funded, this proposal will meet all applicable criteria set forth in MS 97A.056 - Yes

Will local government approval be sought prior to acquisition - No

Local government approval is not currently required for such acquisitions, however, it is the policy of the DNR to notify county boards
of all acquisitions prior to closing for their information and to solicit comments and concerns.

Is the land you plan to acquire free of any other permanent protection - Yes

Will restoration and enhancement work follow best management practices including MS 84.973 Pollinator Habitat Program - Yes

Is the activity on permanently protected land per 97A.056, subd 13(f), tribal lands, and/or public waters per MS 103G .005, Subd. 15 - Yes
(S tate Fo rests)

Do you anticipate federal funds as a match for this program - No

Land Use:

Will there be planting of corn or any crop on OHF land purchased or restored in this program - No

Is this land currently open for hunting and fishing - No

Will the land be open for hunting and fishing after completion - Yes

All land acquired for state forest purposes is open for hunting and fishing.

Are there currently trails or roads on any of the acquisitions on the parcel list - Yes

Describe the types of trails or roads and the allowable uses:

These are private lands which are currently only open to the private landowner's personal use. Farm machinery, logging equipment,
hiking, personal ATV use. These are currently not open as public trails or roads.

Will the trails or roads remain and uses continue to be allowed after OHF acquisition - Yes

How will maintenance and monitoring be accomplished:

The Richard J. Dorer State Forest is classified as Limited for Motor vehicle use and any lands acquired would come under this
classification. 
- Highway licensed vehicles are allowed on signed forest roads, unless posted closed. 
- Off-highway vehicles, defined as All-terrain vehicles/Off-highway motorcycles (ATVs/ORVs/OHMs), MAY OPERATE on signed roads and
trails. 
- ATV travel off of signed motor vehicles trails or forest roads is PROHIBITED in the Richard J. Dorer State Forest.

Will new trails or roads be developed as a result of the OHF acquisition - Yes

Describe the types of trails or roads and the allowable uses:

There may be access trails developed for logging use, but generally, these will not be maintained for long term access.

How will maintenance and monitoring be accomplished:
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MNDNR has a monitoring and reporting plan in place that involves the Divisions of Forestry, Parks and Trails and Enforcement. This
includes annual spring (and other wet season) closures, reporting issues and enforcing actions when necessary.

Accomplishment T imeline

Activity Appro ximate Date Co mpleted
Acquire  2300 a cres  o f s ta te  fo res t inho lding s June 2121
Enha nce  100 a cres  o f deg ra ded fo res t ha bita t June 2121
Terres tria l Inva s ive  Species  Co ntro l o n 100 a cres  o f la nd June 2121
Insta ll 20 bo o t brush kio sks  a t a ccess  po ints  to  fo res t June 2121
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Budget Spreadsheet

T o tal  Amo unt o f  Req uest: $7,000,000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel $100,000 $120,000 G enera l Fund $220,000
Co ntra cts $150,700 $0 $150,700
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $6,300,000 $0 $6,300,000
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services $420,000 $0 $420,000
Direct Suppo rt Services $9,300 $0 $9,300
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $20,000 $0 $20,000
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0

To ta l $7,000,000 $120,000 - $7,120,000

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
La nd Pro g ra m Co ns ulta nt 0.40 4.00 $0 $120,000 G enera l Fund $120,000
Pro g ra m Sta ff 0.10 2.00 $20,000 $0 $20,000
R3 Sta ff 0.25 4.00 $80,000 $0 $80,000

To ta l 0.75 10.00 $100,000 $120,000 - $220,000

C ap ital  Eq uip ment

Item Name LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Bo o t Brush Kio s ks $20,000 $0 $20,000

To ta l $20,000 $0 - $20,000

Amount of Request: $7,000,000
Amount of Leverage: $120,000
Leverage as a percent of the Request: 1.71%
DSS + Personnel: $109,300
As a %  of the total request: 1.56%
Easement Stewardship: $0
As a %  of the Easement Acquisition: -%

Ho w d id  yo u d etermine which p o rtio ns  o f  the D irect S up p o rt S ervices  o f  yo ur shared  sup p o rt services  is  d irect to  this  p ro g ram:

Utilizing the DNR's Direct and Necessary Cost Calculator - Additive Model.

D o es  the amo unt in the co ntract l ine includ e R/E wo rk?

Yes. 100%

D escrib e and  exp lain leverag e so urce and  co nf irmatio n o f  fund s:

Managing this project is part of the forestry lands program consultant's position and general fund dollars will contribute to this.

D o es  this  p ro p o sal  have the ab il ity to  b e scalab le?  - Yes
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T ell  us  ho w this  p ro ject wo uld  b e scaled  and  ho w ad ministrative co sts  are af fected , d escrib e the “eco no my o f  scale” and  ho w
o utp uts  wo uld  chang e with red uced  fund ing , i f  ap p licab le :

Most administrative fees are similar regardless of the size land transaction. A higher percentage will be spent on administrative fees if
we receive reduced funding and only have the ability to purchase smaller tracts of land.
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 2,300 0 2,300
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 55 0 55

To ta l 0 0 2,355 0 2,355

T ab le 2. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $6,849,100 $0 $6,849,100
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $150,900 $0 $150,900

To ta l $0 $0 $7,000,000 $0 $7,000,000

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 2,300 0 0 2,300
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 55 0 0 55

To ta l 0 0 2,355 0 0 2,355

T ab le 4. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $6,849,100 $0 $0 $6,849,100
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $150,900 $0 $0 $150,900

To ta l $0 $0 $7,000,000 $0 $0 $7,000,000

T ab le 5. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $2,978 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $2,744 $0
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T ab le 6. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $2,978 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $2,744 $0 $0

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles

0

I have read  and  und erstand  S ectio n 15 o f  the C o nstitutio n o f  the S tate o f  Minneso ta, Minneso ta S tatute 97A.056, and  the C all  fo r
Fund ing  Req uest. I certify I am autho rized  to  sub mit this  p ro p o sal  and  to  the b est o f  my kno wled g e the info rmatio n p ro vid ed  is
true and  accurate.
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Parcel List

Exp lain the p ro cess  used  to  select, rank  and  p rio ritize the p arcels :

Most parcels have previously been identified in area land asset management plans and fall into three classifications; those providing
protection of a critical forest habitat, those consolidating fragmented forest habitat, and those providing permanent connectivity to
state land for habitat management. The highest priority parcels are those with critical forest habitat that also consolidate state
ownership within the defined Richard J. Dorer boundaries. 

This proposal continues the work of acquiring key land parcels from willing sellers. 

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

Fi l lmo re

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n?
RJD-Rushfo rd Villa g e  1 10408220 35 $47,000 Yes

Ho usto n

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n?
RJD-Jefferso n 1 10104232 20 $23,500 Yes
RJD-Reno 10204221 45 $62,000 Yes

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Fi l lmo re

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?
RJD-Amherst 10309227 12 $40,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Cha tfie ld
To wnship 10310220 25 $55,000 No Full No t Applica ble

RJD-Fillmo re  2 10408222 160 $480,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-No rwa y 10308205 80 $240,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Preble  1 10208207 45 $125,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Preble  2 10208208 13 $40,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Preble  3 10208208 20 $50,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 10310202 40 $120,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 1 10310202 80 $240,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 2 10310203 40 $120,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 3 10310203 68 $190,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 4 10310211 80 $240,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Wa tso n Crk 10310220 63 $189,000 No Full No t Applica ble

G o o d hue

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?
RJD-Wells  Crk 11214224 40 $120,000 No Full No t Applica ble

Ho usto n

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?
RJD-Cro o ked Creek 1 10204235 100 $300,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Ho usto n 2 10306230 320 $1,000,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Jefferso n 10104202 60 $180,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD - Je fferso n 4 10104234 60 $200,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Mo ney Crk 10407228 40 $120,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Reno 10204221 240 $720,000 No Full No t Applica ble
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O lmsted

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?
RJD-Plea sa nt G ro ve 10513214 43 $125,000 No Full No t Applica ble

Wab asha

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?
RJD-Krueg er 11010218 93 $280,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Wa to pa  1 10910218 80 $240,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Wa to pa  2 10910222 108 $300,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Zumbro  Bo tto ms 11011223 91 $279,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Zumbro  Fa lls 10913217 100 $300,000 No Full No t Applica ble

Wino na

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?
RJD-G reen Fie ld 1 10809225 90 $250,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Pine  Crk 10509235 28 $84,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n Va lley 10809225 13 $40,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Tro ut Va lley 2 10809204 30 $90,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Tro ut Va lley 3 10809209 53 $160,000 No Full No t Applica ble

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

Fi l lmo re

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st # Bldg s? Bldg  Imrpo ve Desc Value o f Bldg Dispo s itio n o f
Impro vements

RJD-Preble  4 10209209 317 $1,000,000 1 Building  to  be
remo ved $10,000 Remo ve

G o o d hue

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st # Bldg s? Bldg  Imrpo ve Desc Value o f Bldg Dispo s itio n o f
Impro vements

RJD-Ha y Creek 11214218 82 $246,000 1 O utbuilding  to  be
remo ved $10,000 Remo ve

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Parcel Map

State Forest Acquisition, Richard J. Dorer Memorial
Forest - Phase IV

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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FY17 – State Forest Acquisition – Phase IV 
Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwoods Forest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Abstract: Protect, and enhance high priority habitat for the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Forest in southeast Minnesota. This 
will include enhancement of mixed deciduous forest lands through silvicultural practices and control of invasive species. 
The project will also provide additional opportunities for hunting in an area of the state where public hunting 
opportunities are limited.  

Potential challenges of this project include: 
• Offers rejected – setting back the timeline, requiring amendments to substitute other priority parcels. 
• Additional surveys – setting back the timeline and increasing professional services costs. 
• Title issues (multiple landowners) – set back timeline and increase costs. 

Total Project Goal = 4700 acres to consolidate state forest in SE Minnesota to improve critical habitat and forest access.  
Phase IV, if fully funded, will bring us almost half-way to this goal. 

Facts of the Richard J. Dorer State Forest:  
- DNR owns 45,000 acres out of 1 million covered 

by the forest (<3.5% of gross ownership). 
- Created in 1961 - RJD is 55 years old. 
- Specific conservation goals in creating the RJD 

forest included: Improved wildlife habitat, 
prevention of erosion, stability of streams, and 
timber production. 

- Memorial to pioneers and veterans. 
- The forest includes bluffs of the Great River 

Road of the Mississippi River and a number 
state water trails. Cannon River, Mississippi 
River, Root River, Whitewater River, and 
Zumbro River state water trails are within the 
forest's boundaries. 

DNR Administered Lands - Driftless Area 

Benefits of the Richard J. State Forests:  
• Forested habitat  
• Recreation – bird watching, horseback riding, mountain 

biking, 
• Water management  
• Forest products  
Consolidating state forest lands: 
• Wildlife mobility - move to and from critical forest habitat 

types 
• User experience -Better access and less private landowner 

conflicts 
• Less demand on local infrastructure 
 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_forests/sft00033/index.html
http://dnr.state.mn.us/watertrails/cannonriver/index.html
http://dnr.state.mn.us/watertrails/mississippiriver/index.html
http://dnr.state.mn.us/watertrails/mississippiriver/index.html
http://dnr.state.mn.us/watertrails/rootriver/index.html
http://dnr.state.mn.us/watertrails/whitewaterriver/index.html
http://dnr.state.mn.us/watertrails/zumbroriver/index.html


 

Phase IV 
Fund Request: $7,000,000 

 
 
 

 
 
Phase IV – ML 17 Fund Request 
 
   
 

Expected Outputs & Outcomes - 
benefits/metrics: 

 
• Protection of:  

• Additional 2300 acres of 
southeast Minnesota forest 
habitat. 

• 4 miles of river & stream 
shoreline. 
 

• Public access to 3200 acres of 
existing state land: Enhancing 
forest user experience. 
 

• Management efficiency and 
improved public use from 
reduction in state/private 
boundaries by 8 miles. 

 
• Forest Fragmentation Reduction 

by 3% in RJ Dorer forest: 
Improving wildlife habitat. 

 

Funds Requested: $7,000,000 
• Requested Budget: 

•  Fee Acquisition - $6,300,000 
•  Enhancement Contracts $150,900 
• Capital Equipment Boot Brush Kiosks $20,000 
•  Professional Services – Appraisals, Title work, Research, Survey & 
Negotiations - $420,000 

•  Direct Support Services – Business & Financial work to manage the grant -  
$9,100 
 

•Priorities based on Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood State Forest Plan that 
identifies priority parcels for acquisition, based on whether the acquisition: 

•  Protects critical forest habitat. 
• Provides public access to existing state forest land. 
•  Consolidates forest land, reducing state/private boundary and forest 
fragmentation. 

 
•Coordinate efforts with TNC and other partners to protect forest habitat in 
southeast Minnesota. 

128 Acres protected 
along the Zumbro River,  
ML2011 Funded Project 
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