
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2017 Accomplishment Plan

D ate: O cto b er 18, 2016

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: State Forest Acquisition, Richard J. Dorer Memorial Forest - Phase IV

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $ 1,000,000

Manag er's  Name: Robert Milne
T itle: Forestry Lands Program Consultant
O rg anizatio n: MN DNR Forestry
Ad d ress : 500 Lafayette Road
C ity: St. Paul, MN 55155-0044
O ff ice Numb er: 651-259-5270
Email: bob.milne@state.mn.us

Leg is lative C itatio n: ML 2017, C h. X, Art. X, S ec. X

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: 

C o unty Lo catio ns: Fillmore, G oodhue, Houston, Olmsted, Wabasha, and Winona.

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  wil l  take p lace:

Southeast Forest

Activity typ es:

Protect in Fee

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Forest

Abstract:

This project will protect and enhance high priority habitat in fee for the Richard J. Dorer Memorial Forest in southeast Minnesota. This
will include enhancing mixed deciduous forest lands through silvicultural practices and control of invasive species. The project will also
provide additional opportunities for hunting in an area of the state where public hunting opportunities are limited. All projects will be
done in accordance with the state forest land asset plans, RJ Dorer State Forest Plan and the SE MN Driftless Project Map.

Design and scope of  work:

Minnesota’s population has grown by over 1 million people, to 5.3 million, in the past 20 years and is projected to continue this growth
rate for the next 20 years. Thousands of acres of habitat continue to be converted to intensive commercial, residential, and agricultural
development each year. 

This proposal will directly protect and provide public hunting opportunities to approximately 300 additional acres of critical forestland
habitat and provide connective corridors to State Forest (SF) through fee acquisition. The strategy is to acquire parcels that will reduce
owner fragmentation across the landscape. Parcels have been identified in area land asset management plans and fall into three
classifications; those providing protection of a critical forest habitat, those consolidating fragmented forest habitat, and those providing
permanent connectivity to state land for habitat management. This proposal continues the work of acquiring key land parcels from
willing sellers. 

The forested parcels provide critical habitat for deer, turkey, many migratory birds and flora and fauna of special concern. These
acquisitions will protect the declining forest base from fragmentation due to development and will also provide opportunities to
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further enhance habitat for as well as provide additional public hunting opportunities with the region. 

This project includes the initial land development of each parcel acquired including boundary surveys and signage, well and septic
closure, building and dump disposal. Steps will be taken to restore lands to oak savanna and mixed deciduous forests and control the
spread of terrestrial invasive species. 

This project includes all of the following activities: initial site reviews, negotiations with sellers, appraisals, environmental reviews and
acquisition of fee title. All land will be open for public hunting and fishing. 

How does the request  address MN habitats that have: historical value to f ish and wildlif e, wildlif e
species of  greatest  conservation need, MN County Biological Survey data, and/or rare, threatened
and endangered species inventories:

In the southeast, the Richard J.Dorer Memorial Hardwoods State Forest (RJ Dorer) is a unique forest biome of rolling hills, goat prairie,
and river bottom forest. This forest provides habitat to deer, turkey, rattlesnakes, trout, many migratory birds and flora and fauna of
special concern. The parcels to be acquired will provide connections with streams and rivers, consolidate fragmented forestland, and
provide connective corridors to large areas of currently inaccessible state land. As private land in-holdings become available in the
northern forests, acquisition of these lands will restore historical large blocks of forested habitat which will protect the declining forest
base from fragmentation. Therefore, this will reduce development within the forests and provide opportunities to further enhance
habitat for fish, game and other wildlife.

Describe the science based planning and evaluation model used:

The planning model used for parcel selection is based on three metrics: acres of critical habitat protected, miles of boundary reduced
and acres of existing state land accessed. Parcels of land with willing sellers that meet one or more of these metrics have been
selected and prioritized.

Which sections of  the Minnesota Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan are applicable to this
program:

H1 Protect priority land habitats
H3 Improve connectivity and access to recreation

Which other plans are addressed in this program:

Driftless Area Restoration Effort
Outdoor Heritage Fund: A 25 Year Framework

Which LSOHC section priorit ies are addressed in this program:
S o utheast Fo rest:

Protect forest habitat though acquisition in fee or easement to prevent parcelization and fragmentation and to provide the ability to
access and manage landlocked public properties

Relationship to other f unds:

G eneral Fund

D escrib e the relatio nship  o f  the fund s:

$120,000 for .4 FTE and misc costs to manage the project over 4 years are paid by the general fund.

How does this program include leverage in f unds or other ef f ort  to supplement any OHF
appropriat ion:

The leverage funds indicated provide acquisition coordination and support from the G eneral fund.
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Describe the source and amount of  non-OHF money spent f or this work in the past:

Appro priatio n
Year S o urce Amo unt

FY05 RIM 120000
FY06 Bo nding 2500000

How will you sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended:

Lands acquired in this project become part of the Minnesota State Forest system. This project is very sustainable as management costs
are reduced by the project through improved access for habitat management and consolidation of existing state forest lands. Funding
for management comes from the Forest Management Investment Account of the Natural Resources Fund, funded by timber sales
revenue from the existing portions of the state forest.

Explain the things you will do in the f uture to maintain project  outcomes:

Year S o urce o f Funds S tep 1 S tep 2 S tep 3

2022 Na tura l Res o urce  Fund - FMIA

Ma na g e fo res ts  to  ma ximize
fo rest hea lth a nd wildlife
benefits  co ns is tent with
g uida nce  do cumenta tio n.

Ma inta in bo unda ries Mo nito r public use  a nd
a ddress  a ny is sues .

Activity Details:

If funded, this program will meet all applicable criteria set forth in MS 97A.056 - Yes

Will there be planting of corn or any crop on OHF land purchased or restored in this program - No

Will local government approval be sought prior to acquisition - No

Local government approval is not currently required for such acquisitions, however, it is the policy of the DNR to notify county boards
of all acquisitions prior to closing for their information and to solicit comments and concerns.

Is the land you plan to acquire free of any other permanent protection - Yes

Is this land currently open for hunting and fishing - No

Will the land be open for hunting and fishing after completion - Yes

All land acquired for state forest purposes is open for hunting and fishing (where applicable).

Who will eventually own the fee title land?

State of Minnesota

Are there currently trails or roads on any of the acquisitions on the parcel list - Yes

Describe the types of trails or roads and the allowable uses:

These are private lands which are currently only open to the private landowner's personal use. Farm machinery, logging equipment,
hiking, personal ATV use. These are currently not open as public trails or roads.

Will the trails or roads remain and uses continue to be allowed after OHF acquisition - Yes

How will maintenance and monitoring be accomplished:

The Richard J. Dorer State Forest is classified as Limited for Motor vehicle use and any lands acquired would come under this
classification. 
- Highway licensed vehicles are allowed on signed forest roads, unless posted closed. 
- Off-highway vehicles, defined as All-terrain vehicles/Off-highway motorcycles (ATVs/ORVs/OHMs), MAY OPERATE on signed roads and
trails. 
- ATV travel off of signed motor vehicles trails or forest roads is PROHIBITED in the Richard J. Dorer State Forest.

Will new trails or roads be developed or improved as a result of the OHF acquisition - Yes
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Describe the types of trails or roads and the allowable uses:

There may be access trails developed for logging use, but generally, these will not be maintained for long term access.

How will maintenance and monitoring be accomplished:

MNDNR has a monitoring and reporting plan in place that involves the Divisions of Forestry, Parks and Trails and Enforcement. This
includes annual spring (and other wet season) closures, reporting issues and enforcing actions when necessary.

Accomplishment T imeline:

Activity Appro ximate Date Co mpleted
Acquire  300 a cres  o f s ta te  fo res t inho lding s June 2021

D ate o f  Final  Rep o rt S ub miss io n: 11/1/2020

Federal Funding:

Do you anticipate federal funds as a match for this program - No

Outcomes:
P ro g rams in so utheast fo rest reg io n:

Forestlands and savannas are protected from parceliazation and fragmentation and accessible for resource management purposes
Forest and savanna habitat are protected from parcelization and fragmentation and accessible for resource management purposes. Protection
from parcelization and fragmentation is measured by the miles of state/private boundary reduced by the acquisition. The goal of this project is
a reduction by 7.0 miles. Protected corridors are measured by acres of existing state land made accessible.
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Budget Spreadsheet

Budget reallocations up to 10% do not require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Ho w wil l  this  p ro g ram acco mmo d ate the red uced  ap p ro p riatio n reco o mend atio n fro m the o rig inal  p ro p o sed  req uested
amo unt

This program will still focus on the most critical habitat lands and will landowners, but what is protected is greatly reduced. We will also
not use funding for additional personnel costs.

T o tal  Amo unt o f  Req uest: $ 1000000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel $0 $120,000 G enera l Fund $120,000
Co ntra cts $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $896,900 $0 $896,900
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services $100,000 $0 $100,000
Direct Suppo rt Services $3,100 $0 $3,100
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0

To ta l $1,000,000 $120,000 $1,120,000

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Divis io n Co o rdina to r 0.40 4.00 $0 $120,000 G enera l Fund $120,000

To ta l 0.40 4.00 $0 $120,000 $120,000

Amount of Request: $1,000,000
Amount of Leverage: $120,000
Leverage as a percent of the Request: 12.00%
DSS + Personnel: $3,100
As a %  of the total request: 0.31%

Ho w d id  yo u d etermine which p o rtio ns  o f  the D irect S up p o rt S ervices  o f  yo ur shared  sup p o rt services  is  d irect to  this  p ro g ram:

DNR Direct and Necessary Cost calculator - subtractive model.

D escrib e and  exp lain leverag e so urce and  co nf irmatio n o f  fund s:

All personnel costs are being covered by the state G eneral fund.
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 300 0 300
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 300 0 300

T ab le 2. T o tal  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $1,000,000
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $1,000,000

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 300 0 0 300
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 300 0 0 300

T ab le 4. T o tal  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $0 $1,000,000
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $0 $1,000,000

T ab le 5. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $3333 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0
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T ab le 6. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $3333 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles

0
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Parcel List

For restoration and enhancement programs ONLY: Managers may add, delete, and substitute projects on this parcel list based upon need, readiness,
cost, opportunity, and/or urgency so long as the substitute parcel/project forwards the constitutional objectives of this program in the Project Scope

table of this accomplishment plan. The final accomplishment plan report will include the final parcel list.

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

Fillmore
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n?

RJD-Rushfo rd Villa g e  1 10408220 35 $47,000 Yes

Houston
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n?

RJD-Jefferso n 1 10104232 20 $23,500 Yes
RJD-Reno 10204221 45 $62,000 Yes

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Fillmore
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

RJD-Amherst 10309227 12 $40,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Cha tfie ld
To wnship 10310220 25 $55,000 No Full No t Applica ble

RJD-Fillmo re  2 10408222 160 $480,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-No rwa y 10308205 80 $240,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Preble  1 10208207 45 $125,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Preble  2 10208208 13 $40,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Preble  3 10208208 20 $50,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 10310202 40 $120,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 1 10310202 80 $240,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 2 10310203 40 $120,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 3 10310203 68 $190,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n 4 10310211 80 $240,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Wa tso n Crk 10310220 63 $189,000 No Full No t Applica ble

G oodhue
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

RJD-Wells  Crk 11214224 40 $120,000 No Full No t Applica ble

Houston
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

RJD-Cro o ked Creek 1 10204235 100 $300,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Ho usto n 2 10306230 320 $1,000,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Jefferso n 10104202 60 $180,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD - Je fferso n 4 10104234 60 $200,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Mo ney Crk 10407228 40 $120,000 No Full No t Applica ble

Olmsted
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

RJD-Plea sa nt G ro ve 10513214 43 $125,000 No Full No t Applica ble

Wabasha
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

RJD-Krueg er 11010218 93 $280,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Wa to pa  1 10910218 80 $240,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Wa to pa  2 10910222 108 $300,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Zumbro  Bo tto ms 11011223 91 $279,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Zumbro  Fa lls 10913217 100 $300,000 No Full No t Applica ble
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Winona
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

RJD-G reen Fie ld 1 10809225 90 $250,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Pine  Crk 10509235 28 $84,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Presto n Va lley 10809225 13 $40,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Tro ut Va lley 2 10809204 30 $90,000 No Full No t Applica ble
RJD-Tro ut Va lley 3 10809209 53 $160,000 No Full No t Applica ble

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

Fillmore

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st # Bldg s? Bldg  Imrpo ve Desc Value o f Bldg Dispo s itio n o f
Impro vements

RJD-Preble  4 10209209 317 $1,000,000 1 Building  to  be
remo ved $10,000

G oodhue

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st # Bldg s? Bldg  Imrpo ve Desc Value o f Bldg Dispo s itio n o f
Impro vements

RJD-Ha y Creek 11214218 82 $246,000 1 O utbuilding  to  be
remo ved $10,000

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Parcel Map

State Forest Acquisition, Richard J. Dorer Memorial
Forest - Phase IV

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Comparison Report

P ro g ram T itle: 2017 - State Forest Acquisition, Richard J. Dorer Memorial Forest - Phase IV
O rg anizatio n: MN DNR Forestry
Manag er: Robert Milne

Budget

Requested Amount: $7,000,000
Appropriated Amount: $1,000,000
Percentage: 14.29%

T o ta l Requested T o ta l Appro priated Percentag e o f Request
Budg et Item LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Appro priated Amo unt Anticipated Leverag e Percentag e o f Request Percentag e o f Leverag e

Perso nnel $100,000 $120,000 $0 $120,000 0.00% 100.00%
Co ntra cts $150,700 $0 $0 $0 0.00% -
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $6,300,000 $0 $896,900 $0 14.24% -
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Pro fess io na l Services $420,000 $0 $100,000 $0 23.81% -
Direct Suppo rt Services $9,300 $0 $3,100 $0 33.33% -
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Ca pita l Equipment $20,000 $0 $0 $0 0.00% -
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0 $0 - -

To ta l $7,000,000 $120,000 $1,000,000 $120,000 14.29% 100.00%

How will this program accommodate the reduced appropriat ion recommendation f rom the original
proposed requested amount?

This program will still focus on the most critical habitat lands and will landowners, but what is protected is greatly reduced. We will also
not use funding for additional personnel costs.
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Output

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype T o ta l Pro po sed T o ta l in AP Percentag e o f Pro po sed
Resto re 0 0 -
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 2,300 300 13.04%
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 -
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 -
Enha nce 55 0 0.00%

T ab le 2. T o tal  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype T o ta l Pro po sed T o ta l in AP Percentag e o f Pro po sed
Resto re 0 0 -
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 6,849,100 1,000,000 14.60%
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 -
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 -
Enha nce 150,900 0 0.00%

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype T o ta l Pro po sed T o ta l in AP Percentag e o f Pro po sed
Resto re 0 0 -
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 2,300 300 13.04%
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 -
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 -
Enha nce 55 0 0.00%

T ab le 4. T o tal  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype T o ta l Pro po sed T o ta l in AP Percentag e o f Pro po sed
Resto re 0 0 -
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 6,849,100 1,000,000 14.60%
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 -
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 -
Enha nce 150,900 0 0.00%
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