
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2016 Accomplishment Plan

D ate: O cto b er 15, 2015

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: State Forest Acquisitions Phase III

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $ 1,000,000

Manag er's  Name: Robert Milne
T itle: Lands Program Coordinator
O rg anizatio n: MN DNR - Forestry
Ad d ress : 500 Lafayette Road
C ity: St. Paul, MN 55304
O ff ice Numb er: 651-259-5270
Mo b ile Numb er: 218-407-7924
Email: bob.milne@state.mn.us

Leg is lative C itatio n: 

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: 

C o unty Lo catio ns: Aitkin, G oodhue, Hubbard, Wabasha, Wadena, and Winona.

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  wil l  take p lace:

Northern Forest
Southeast Forest

Activity typ es:

Protect in Fee

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Forest

Abstract:

Acquire and protect 339 acres of forest wildlife habitat and connective corridors. These acquisitions will reduce fragmented forest
habitat, protect critical watersheds and improve habitat management opportunities.

Design and scope of  work:

Minnesota’s population has grown by over 1 million people, to 5.3 million, in the past 20 years and is projected to continue this growth
rate for the next 20 years. Thousands of acres of habitat are being converted to intensive commercial, residential, and agricultural
development each year. 

This proposal will directly protect approximately 339 acres of critical forestland habitat and provide connective corridors to State Forest
(SF) through fee and permanent access easement acquisition. The strategy is to acquire parcels that will reduce owner fragmentation
across the landscape. Parcels have been identified in area land asset management plans and fall into three classifications; those
providing protection of a critical forest habitat, those consolidating fragmented forest habitat, and those providing permanent
connectivity to state land for habitat management. This proposal continues the work of acquiring key land parcels from willing sellers. 

The forested parcels provide critical habitat for deer, turkey, many migratory birds and flora and fauna of special concern. These
acquisitions will protect the declining forest base from fragmentation due to development and will also provide opportunities to
further enhance habitat for fish, game species and other non-game wildlife. 
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This project includes the initial land development of each parcel acquired including boundary surveys and signage, well and septic
closure, building and dump disposal, and restoration of bare ground with native vegetation. This program is supported by all traditional
outdoor stakeholders. All known stakeholders are supportive of these acquisitions including county boards and forest user groups
such as Pheasants Forever, The Nature Conservancy, and the Minnesota Deer Hunter’s Association which have contributed funding for
previous acquisitions. We coordinate efforts with these groups to develop complimentary proposals that prevent duplication and
enhance outcomes. Specific organizations and letters of support are available upon request. 

Crops:

Will there be planting of corn or any crop on OHF land purchased or restored in this program - No

How does the request  address MN habitats that have: historical value to f ish and wildlif e, wildlif e
species of  greatest  conservation need, MN County Biological Survey data, and/or rare, threatened
and endangered species inventories:

In the southeast forest the Richard J.Dorer Memorial Hardwoods State Forest (RJ Dorer) is a unique forest biome of rolling hills, goat
prairie, and river bottom forest. This forest provides habitat to deer, turkey, rattlesnakes, trout, many migratory birds and flora and fauna
of special concern. The parcels to be acquired will provide connections with streams and rivers, consolidate fragmented forestland,
and provide connective corridors to large areas of currently inaccessible state land. 

As private land in-holdings become available in the northern forests, acquisition of these lands will restore historical large blocks of
forested habitat which will protect the declining forest base from fragmentation. Therefore, this will reduce development within the
forests and provide opportunities to further enhance habitat for fish, game and other wildlife.

What is the nature of  urgency and why it  is necessary to spend public money f or this work as soon as
possible:

Land prices have stabilized and a short-term opportunity continues to exist to purchase more land value for our expenditures. This
window of opportunity is quickly closing as the real estate market continues its recovery.

Describe the science based planning and evaluation model used:

The planning model used for parcel selection is based on three metrics: acres of critical habitat protected, miles of boundary reduced
and acres of existing state land accessed. Parcels of land with willing sellers that meet one or more of these metrics have been
selected and prioritized.

Which sections of  the Minnesota Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan are applicable to this
project:

H1 Protect priority land habitats
LU8 Protect large blocks of forest land

Which other plans are addressed in this proposal:

Driftless Area Restoration Effort
Outdoor Heritage Fund: A 25 Year Framework

Which LSOHC section priorit ies are addressed in this proposal:
No rthern Fo rest:

Provide access to manage habitat on landlocked public properties or protect forest land from parcelization and fragmentation
through fee acquisition, conservation or access easement

S o utheast Fo rest:

Protect forest habitat though acquisition in fee or easement to prevent parcelization and fragmentation and to provide the ability to
access and manage landlocked public properties
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Relationship to other f unds:

G eneral Fund

$100,000 for .4 FTE and misc costs to manage the project over 4 years are paid by the general fund.

How does this proposal accelerate or supplement your current ef f orts in this area:

This next phase of this project continues and accelerates a renewed effort to protect critical habitat and watersheds in southeastern
Minnesota made possible with Phase I & II funding from OHF in ML2011 and ML2014. The goal of the Richard J. Dorer Memorial
Hardwoods State Forest, initiated over 50 years ago was to protect watersheds, habitat, goat prairies and forests on the highly erodible
soils of southeastern Minnesota through the establishment and expansion of a state forest. Sporadic funding over the years has yielded
49,000 acres protected in state forest. Phases one and two of this project have protected, or are expected to protect an additional 600
acres of forest habitat in southeast Minnesota toward a goal of protecting 4700 acres for consolidation, plus 170 parcel of protected
corridors. This phase of the project, along with partner projects will bring us over half way to this goal. 

Additionally, renewed efforts in northern Minnesota to reduce fragmentation and acquire connective corridors within the state forests
continues to add protection to those areas from further development.

Describe the source and amount of  non-OHF money spent f or this work in the past:

Appro priatio n
Year S o urce Amo unt

FY05 RIM 120000
FY06 Bo nding 2500000

How will you sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended:

Lands acquired in this project become part of the Minnesota State Forest system. This project is very sustainable as management costs
are reduced by the project through improved access for habitat management and consolidation of existing state forest lands. Funding
for management comes from the Forest Management Investment Account of the Natural Resources Fund, funded by timber sales
revenue from the existing portions of the state forest.

Explain the things you will do in the f uture to maintain project  outcomes:

Year S o urce o f Funds S tep 1 S tep 2 S tep 3

2021 Na tura l Res o urce  Fund - FMIA

Ma na g e fo res ts  to  ma ximize
fo rest hea lth a nd wildlife
benefits  co ns is tent with
g uida nce  do cumenta tio n.

Ma inta in bo unda ries Mo nito r a nd ma na g e public
use .

Activity Details:

If funded, this proposal will meet all applicable criteria set forth in MS 97A.056 - Yes

Will local government approval be sought prior to acquisition - No

Local government approval is not required, however, it is the policy of the DNR to notify county boards of all acquisitions prior to
closing for their information and to solicit comments and concerns.

Is the land you plan to acquire free of any other permanent protection - Yes

Is this land currently open for hunting and fishing - No

Will the land be open for hunting and fishing after completion - Yes

All land acquired for state forest purposes is open for hunting and fishing.

Are there currently trails or roads on any of the acquisitions on the parcel list - Yes

Describe the types of trails or roads and the allowable uses:
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G enerally these private lands have roads or trails that have been used to access agricultural fields and forests land for management. In
addition, the current private landowners may have trail systems for hunting - hiking or ATV.

Will the trails or roads remain and uses continue to be allowed after OHF acquisition - Yes

How will maintenance and monitoring be accomplished:

Existing trails and / or roads will be evaluated to determine how they will blend in with our state forest road and trail system. If there is
egregious damage to the environment or they cause a negative effect on the habitat, then continued trail use will be restricted. 

The MNDNR - Division of Forestry has a 'Dispersed OHV Impacts Monitoring Program' which provides guidance for documenting any
issues and reviewing problematic areas. Maintenance would be limited to the specific need for the specific circumstance.

Will new trails or roads be developed as a result of the OHF acquisition - Yes

Describe the types of trails or roads and the allowable uses:

All of the lands to be acquired will be considered State Forest lands. Access roads that are needed to continue forest management will
be evaluated for future use. If farmers have been crossing the lands to access agricultural fields or other landowners as well, those will
also be evaluated. There is no intent to increase new trails, but they would be evaluated through DNR procedures. Any proposed
changes will address potential effects on habitat values.

How will maintenance and monitoring be accomplished:

The Division of Forestry has a 'Dispersed OHV Impacts Monitoring Program' which provides guidance for documenting any issues and
reviewing problematic areas. Maintenance would be limited to the specific need for the specific circumstance. Habitat and safety
concerns for maintenance are a priority.

Accomplishment T imeline:

Activity Appro ximate Date Co mpleted
Acquire  339 a cres  o f fo res t ha bita t a nd co nnective  co rrido rs . No vember 2019

D ate o f  Final  Rep o rt S ub miss io n: 11/1/2019

Federal Funding:

Do you anticipate federal funds as a match for this program - No

Outcomes:
P ro g rams in the no rthern fo rest reg io n:

Forestlands are protected from development and fragmentation Forest habitat is protected from parcelization and fragmentation and
accessible for resource management purposes. Protection from parcelization and fragmentation is measured by the miles of state/private
boundary reduced by the acquisition. The goal of this project is a reduction by 0.5 miles.

P ro g rams in so utheast fo rest reg io n:

Forestlands and savannas are protected from parceliazation and fragmentation and accessible for resource management purposes
Forest and savanna habitat are protected from parcelization and fragmentation and accessible for resource management purposes Protection
from parcelization and fragmentation is measured by the miles of state/private boundary reduced by the acquisition. The goal of this project is
a reduction by 1.5 miles. Protected corridors are measured by acres of existing state land made accessible.
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Budget Spreadsheet

Budget reallocations up to 10% do not require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Ho w wil l  this  p ro g ram acco mmo d ate the red uced  ap p ro p riatio n reco o mend atio n fro m the o rig inal  p ro p o sed  req uested
amo unt

The project will still focus on the most critical habitat lands and willing landowners, but what is protected has been greatly reduced.
We will also not use funding for any additional personnel costs.

T o tal  Amo unt o f  Req uest: $ 1000000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel $0 $120,000 G enera l Fund $120,000
Co ntra cts $40,000 $0 $40,000
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $891,000 $0 $891,000
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services $60,000 $0 $60,000
Direct Suppo rt Services $9,000 $0 $9,000
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0

To ta l $1,000,000 $120,000 $1,120,000

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Divis io n Co o rdina to r 0.40 4.00 $0 $120,000 G enera l Fund $120,000

To ta l 0.40 4.00 $0 $120,000 $120,000

Amount of Request: $1,000,000
Amount of Leverage: $120,000
Leverage as a percent of the Request: 12.00%
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 339 0 339
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 339 0 339

T ab le 2. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $1,000,000
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $1,000,000

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 269 0 70 339
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 269 0 70 339

T ab le 4. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $804,000 $0 $196,000 $1,000,000
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $804,000 $0 $196,000 $1,000,000

T ab le 5. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $2950 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0
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T ab le 6. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $2989 $0 $2800
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles

0
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Parcel List

For restoration and enhancement programs ONLY: Managers may add, delete, and substitute projects on this parcel list based upon need, readiness,
cost, opportunity, and/or urgency so long as the substitute parcel/project forwards the constitutional objectives of this program in the Project Scope

table of this accomplishment plan. The final accomplishment plan report will include the final parcel list.

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Aitkin
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Rice  River 04623226 13 $36,000 No Full Full

Hubbard
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

PBSF - Stea mbo a t 3 14232219 40 $60,000 No Full Full

Wabasha
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

RJD-Zumbro  Bo tto ms 11011223 91 $274,000 No Full Full

Wadena
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Huntersville  - CW
River 1 13833231 17 $100,000 No Full Full

Winona
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

RJD-Presto n Va lley 10809225 13 $40,000 No Full Full
RJD-Tro ut Va lley 2 10809204 30 $90,000 No Full Full
RJD-Tro ut Va lley 3 10809209 53 $160,000 No Full Full

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

G oodhue

Name T RDS Acres Est Co st # Bldg s? Bldg  Imrpo ve Desc Value o f Bldg Dispo s itio n o f
Impro vements

RJD-Ha y Creek 11214218 82 $240,000 1 O utbuilding  to  be
remo ved $10,000

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Parcel Map

State Forest Acquisitions Phase III

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Comparison Report

P ro g ram T itle: 2016 - State Forest Acquisitions Phase III
O rg anizatio n: MN DNR - Forestry
Manag er: Robert Milne

Budget

Requested Amount: $4,648,000
Appropriated Amount: $1,000,000
Percentage: 21.51%

T o ta l Requested T o ta l Appro priated Percentag e o f Request
Budg et Item LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Appro priated Amo unt Anticipated Leverag e Percentag e o f Request Percentag e o f Leverag e

Perso nnel $144,000 $120,000 $0 $120,000 0.00% 100.00%
Co ntra cts $200,000 $0 $40,000 $0 20.00% -
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $4,000,000 $0 $891,000 $0 22.28% -
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Pro fess io na l Services $280,000 $0 $60,000 $0 21.43% -
Direct Suppo rt Services $24,000 $0 $9,000 $0 37.50% -
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $0 $0 $0 - -
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0 $0 - -

To ta l $4,648,000 $120,000 $1,000,000 $120,000 21.51% 100.00%

How will this program accommodate the reduced appropriat ion recommendation f rom the original
proposed requested amount?

The project will still focus on the most critical habitat lands and willing landowners, but what is protected has been greatly reduced.
We will also not use funding for any additional personnel costs.
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Output

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype T o ta l Pro po sed T o ta l in AP Percentag e o f Pro po sed
Resto re 0 0 -
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 1,395 339 24.30%
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 -
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 -
Enha nce 0 0 -

T ab le 2. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype T o ta l Pro po sed T o ta l in AP Percentag e o f Pro po sed
Resto re 0 0 -
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 4,648,000 1,000,000 21.51%
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 -
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 -
Enha nce 0 0 -

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype T o ta l Pro po sed T o ta l in AP Percentag e o f Pro po sed
Resto re 0 0 -
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 1,395 339 24.30%
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 -
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 -
Enha nce 0 0 -

T ab le 4. T o tal  Req uested  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype T o ta l Pro po sed T o ta l in AP Percentag e o f Pro po sed
Resto re 0 0 -
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 4,648,000 1,000,000 21.51%
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 -
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 -
Enha nce 0 0
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