
Request for Funding

Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Fiscal Year 2016 / ML 2015
Program or Project  T it le: Lake Flora Wetland Trail Project

Funds Requested: $1,260,000

Manager's Name: Aaron Wittnebal
T it le: Mayor
Organizat ion: City of Lake Park
Street  Address: 2032 2nd Street
City: Lake Park, MN 56554
Telephone: 218-209-2320
E-Mail: lakepark81@gmail.com
Organizat ion Web Site: www.lakeparkmn.com

County Locat ions: Becker

Ecological Planning Regions:

Forest / Prairie Transition

Act ivity Type:

Restore
Enhance

Priority Resources Addressed by Act ivity:

Wetlands
Habitat

Abstract:
The Lake Flora Project includes the partial restoration of the previously drained Lake Flora, a connection to the
proposed Heartland State Trail, interpretive trail/boardwalk for outdoor recreational activities, city park, lake deck
and nature center.

Design and Scope of Work:
Overview 
Lake Flora was an estimated 10 foot deep, 40 acre lake that was located in the northeast corner of the City of
Lake Park. Sometime in the early 1900’s, what is now known as Becker County Drain No. 7 was constructed to
drain the lake to allow for the construction of the railroad that passes through the City. Currently, the area that
was known as Lake Flora is being occupied with a city park, baseball and softball fields, and wetlands. 

In the Fall of 2012, the City of Lake Park began working with the Minnesota Design Team to explore the possibility
and benefit of restoring Lake Flora. One of the significant findings outlined in the Minnesota Design Team’s study
was the City’s desire and need for more public space and recreation options within the City, with one of the key
features being Lake Flora. 

Additionally, with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) objective of extending the Heartland
State Trail from Park Rapids to Moorhead, the City of Lake Park has completed a Bicycle Facility Study to analyze
alternatives to route the trail, as well as other future trails through the City. As identified in this study, the Lake
Flora area was the preferred location to connect the Heartland State Trail with the City of Lake Park. 

Design & Scope 
This design and scope of the project includes a partial restoration of what was Lake Flora, a connection for the City
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This design and scope of the project includes a partial restoration of what was Lake Flora, a connection for the City
of Lake Park to the proposed Heartland State Trail, interpretive trail/boardwalk to provide an opportunity for
outdoor recreation activities for people in the area, city park, lake deck and nature center. 

The City has held public meeting to discuss alternatives and to hear questions and concerns, and based on the
feedback there seems to be little to no objection to the project as proposed. Also, the entire project area would
be located with property currently owned by the City of Lake Park. 

How the request addresses MN habitats:
The proposed project will restore the previously drained Lake Flora, by improving the existing hydrology, replacing
the low functioning existing wetlands with a higher functioning open water wetland, and providing an upland buffer
between the surrounding agricultural land and the improved/restored wetland. 

Please explain the nature of urgency:
The restoration of Lake Flora will improve open water habitat for local plant and animal species and the connection
to the proposed Heartland State Trail and interpretive trail/boardwalk will provide immediate outdoor recreation
activities for people in the area.

Planning
MN State-wide Conservat ion Plan Priorit ies:

H3 Improve connectivity and access to recreation
H5 Restore land, wetlands and wetland-associated watersheds

Plans Addressed:

Outdoor Heritage Fund: A 25 Year Framework
State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan

Please describe the science based planning and evaluation model
used:
The Minnesota Design conducted meetings and developed a study to illustrate the social benefits on the project.
Ulteig Engineers, Inc. developed a project scoping document to analyze the feasibility of the top two options
development by the Minnesota Design Team.

LSOHC Forest  Prairie T ransit ion Sect ion Priorit ies:

Protect, enhance, and restore migratory habitat for waterfowl and related species, so as to increase
migratory and breeding success

Accelerates or Supplements Current Efforts:
This proposal will accelerate the project by providing a non-local funding source to accompany the proposed local
match, which will allow the City to move forward with the final planning and implementation of the project.

Non-OHF Money Spent in the Past:
Appropriation

Year Source Amount

2013 City General Fund $9,000

Sustainability and Maintenance:
The project, as proposed, will be constructed as a passive system that will require minimal routine or annual
maintenance. The project will be added to the City's park system and all routine/annual maintenance will be
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maintenance. The project will be added to the City's park system and all routine/annual maintenance will be
completed or administered by City Staff.

Maintain Project Outcomes:
Year Source of Funds Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Applicable Criteria:
If funded, this proposal will meet all applicable criteria set forth in MS 97A.056? - Yes

Best Management Practice:
Will restoration and enhancement work follow best management practices including MS 84.973 Pollinator Habitat
Program? - Yes

Permanent Protection:
Is the activity on permanently protected land per 97A.056, subd 13(f), tribal lands, and/or public waters per MS
103G.005, Subd. 15? - Yes (County/Municipal, no)

Accomplishment Timeline
Activity Approximate Date

Completed
Final Design July 2015
Final Construction December 2015

Outcomes
Programs in forest-prairie transit ion region:

Wetland and upland complexes will consist of native prairies, restored prairies, quality grasslands, and
restored shallow lakes and wetlands The final outcome of this project will be a higher functioning nature
area that provides outdoor recreation opportunities for people in the area. The outcomes will be measured
by the number of people who visit the trail and by a final wetland delineation.

Relationship to Other Funds:
No Relationships Listed
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Budget Spreadsheet
Total Amount  of Request: $1,260,000

Budget  and Cash Leverage

Budget Name LSOHC
Request

Anticipated
Leverage

Leverage
Source Total

Personnel $0 $0 $0
Contracts $1,152,000 $128,000 $1,280,000
Fee Acquisition w/ PILT $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquisition w/o PILT $0 $0 $0
Easement Acquisition $0 $0 $0
Easement Stewardship $0 $0 $0
Travel $0 $0 $0
Professional Services $108,000 $12,000 Local Funding $120,000
Direct Support Services $0 $0 $0
DNR Land Acquisition
Costs $0 $0 $0

Capital Equipment $0 $0 $0
Other Equipment/Tools $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Materials $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0

Total $1,260,000 $140,000 - $1,400,000

Amount of Request: $1,260,000
Amount of Leverage: $140,000
Leverage as a percent of the Request: 11.11%
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Output Tables
Table 1a. Acres by Resource Type

Type Wetlands Prairies Forest Habitats Total
Restore 32 0 0 0 32
Protect in Fee with State PILT Liability 0 0 0 0 0
Protect in Fee W/O State PILT Liability 0 0 0 0 0
Protect in Easement 0 0 0 0 0
Enhance 0 0 0 0 0

Total 32 0 0 0 32

Table 2. Total Requested Funding by Resource Type

Type Wetlands Prairies Forest Habitats Total
Restore $493,200 $0 $0 $0 $493,200
Protect in Fee with State PILT Liability $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Protect in Fee W/O State PILT Liability $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Protect in Easement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enhance $766,800 $0 $0 $0 $766,800

Total $1,260,000 $0 $0 $0 $1,260,000

Table 3. Acres within each Ecological Sect ion

Type Metro/Urban Forest/Prairie SE
Forest Prairie Northern

Forest Total

Restore 0 32 0 0 0 32
Protect in Fee with State
PILT Liability 0 0 0 0 0 0

Protect in Fee W/O State
PILT Liability 0 0 0 0 0 0

Protect in Easement 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enhance 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 32 0 0 0 32
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Table 4. Total Requested Funding within each Ecological Sect ion

Type Metro/Urban Forest/Prairie SE
Forest Prairie Northern

Forest Total

Restore $0 $493,200 $0 $0 $0 $493,200
Protect in Fee with State
PILT Liability $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Protect in Fee W/O State
PILT Liability $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Protect in Easement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enhance $0 $766,800 $0 $0 $0 $766,800

Total $0 $1,260,000 $0 $0 $0 $1,260,000

Table 5. Average Cost  per Acre by Resource Type

Type Wetlands Prairies Forest Habitats
Restore $15,413 $0 $0 $0
Protect in Fee with State PILT Liability $0 $0 $0 $0
Protect in Fee W/O State PILT Liability $0 $0 $0 $0
Protect in Easement $0 $0 $0 $0
Enhance $0 $0 $0 $0

Table 6. Average Cost  per Acre by Ecological Sect ion

Type Metro/Urban Forest/Prairie SE
Forest Prairie Northern

Forest
Restore $0 $15,413 $0 $0 $0
Protect in Fee with State PILT
Liability $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Protect in Fee W/O State PILT
Liability $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Protect in Easement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enhance $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Target  Lake/Stream/River Feet  or Miles

0
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Parcel List
Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect Parcel List

Becker
Name TRDS Acres Est  Cost Exist ing

Protect ion? Hunt ing? Fishing?

PID 107005010 13943203 3 $0 No No No
PID 517006080 13943203 32 $0 No No No

Section 2a - Protect Parcel with Bldgs

Becker

Name TRDS Acres Est  Cost # Bldgs?
Bldg

Imrpove
Desc

Value of
Bldg

Disposit ion of
Improvements

PID
517006000 13943203 6 $0 1 $0

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Lake Flora Wetland Trail Project
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