
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2011 Final Report

D ate: O cto b er 20, 2016

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: Accelerated Shallow Lakes and Wetlands Restoration and Enhancement , Phase 3

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $936,000

Manag er's  Name: Ricky Lien
T itle: Habitat Team Supervisor
O rg anizatio n: DNR
C ity: St. Paul, 
O ff ice Numb er: 651-259-5227
Email: ricky.lien@state.mn.us

Leg is lative C itatio n: ML 2011, First S p . S ess io n, C h. 6, Art. 1, S ec. 2, S ub d . 4(b )

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: $936,000 the first year is to the commissioner of natural resources to develop engineering designs for shallow
lakes and wetlands and restore and enhance shallow lakes.

C o unty Lo catio ns: Becker, Clearwater, Itasca, Lac qui Parle, Lincoln, Roseau, Todd, and Yellow Medicine.

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  was  co mp leted :

Northern Forest
Forest / Prairie Transition
Prairie

Activity typ es:

Enhance
Design work

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Wetlands

Summary of  Accomplishments:

Water control structures and dikes were designed and constructed on six Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) in the counties of
Becker, Clearwater, Itasca, Lincoln, Roseau, and Yellow Medicine. Dike work at Roseau River WMA protects and enhances 3200 acres of
wetlands wetlands in Pool 2 of the WMA. Roseau River WMA has 10 large water control structures, seven moist soil cells, and four large
pools covering 11,800 acres. Cells for a moist soil unit were constructed at Lac Qui Parle WMA in Lac Qui Parle County. Engineering
design work was initiated at Staples WMA in Todd County, but as is our policy for 'design-only' projects, no acres will be claimed until
construction is initiated and completed in a future OHF grant.

Process & Methods:

Minnesota DNR wetland and shallow lake projects are identified by area wildlife managers and shallow lake specialists. Project
identification often comes from either failing wetland infrastructure or shallow lake assessments. Potential projects are submitted by
area wildlife managers into a project database with subsequent regional and central office review. Priority projects are selected based
on available funding. Project survey, engineering design work, contract bid documents, and construction oversight are provided by
regional DNR engineering staff. Needed permits are obtained by area wildlife or shallow lakes staff. 

Completed projects provide habitat for wetland dependent species, especially for all stages of waterfowl life needs - spring and fall
migration, breeding, and brood rearing. The completed projects additionally provide the benefits that result from managed and
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enhanced wetlands: hunting locations, clean water, floodwater retention, etc.

Explain Partners, Supporters, & Opposit ion:

Ducks Unlimited remains an invaluable partner in doing wetland and shallow lakes work in Minnesota. Throughout the life of each
grant, communication between DU and the DNR ensures that projects are coordinated between each entity's OHF grants.

Addit ional Comments:
Exceptional challenges, expectations, failures, opportunities, or unique aspects of program

Wetland and shallow lake projects present some of the more challenging habitat work done by the Minnesota DNR due to weather
constraints, permitting, engineering, and construction challenges. The five-year life of these grants and the ability to edit the parcel list
is important to grant managers' ability to shuffle projects between grants to ensure that the available funding is used efficiently. 

We are pleased to note that while only 85%  of the grant funding was expended, the acreage impacted was 25%  more than anticipated
in the initial accomplishment plan.

Other Funds Received:

Not Listed

Ho w were the fund s  used  to  ad vanced  the p ro g ram:

Not Listed

What is the plan to sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are
expended:

Area land managers will monitor project sites and take any necessary actions to sustain the habitat improvements as part of their public
land management responsibilities. Maintenance work will be carried out by existing staff, CCM crews, temporary project staffing or
through vendor contracting. Periodic enhancements (beyond routine management) will be funded through annual funding requests
from a variety of funding sources, including G ame and Fish Fund, Bonding, G ifts, Federal Sources, Environmental Trust, and Outdoor
Heritage Fund.

Outcomes:
The original accomplishment plan stated the program would
P ro g rams in the no rthern fo rest reg io n:

Not Listed

Ho w wil l  the o utco mes b e measured  and  evaluated ?

Completed projects are reviewed by DNR area wildlife managers and engineering staff to ensure project contract minimums are met.
Follow-up "warranty" inspections are conducted 6 months post-construction to determine that projects are adequately functioning.
Shallow lakes specialists and interns are used as needed to conduct standardized shallow lake assessments. Area and assistant area
wildlife managers conduct on-site visual assessments to determine project effectiveness and identify any needed maintenance needs.

P ro g rams in fo rest- p rairie trans itio n reg io n:

Not Listed

Ho w wil l  the o utco mes b e measured  and  evaluated ?

Completed projects are reviewed by DNR area wildlife managers and engineering staff to ensure project contract minimums are met.
Follow-up "warranty" inspections are conducted 6 months post-construction to determine that projects are adequately functioning.
Shallow lakes specialists and interns are used as needed to conduct standardized shallow lake assessments. Area and assistant area
wildlife managers conduct on-site visual assessments to determine project effectiveness and identify any needed maintenance needs.

P ro g rams in p rairie reg io n:

Not Listed
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Ho w wil l  the o utco mes b e measured  and  evaluated ?

Completed projects are reviewed by DNR area wildlife managers and engineering staff to ensure project contract minimums are met.
Follow-up "warranty" inspections are conducted 6 months post-construction to determine that projects are adequately functioning.
Shallow lakes specialists and interns are used as needed to conduct standardized shallow lake assessments. Area and assistant area
wildlife managers conduct on-site visual assessments to determine project effectiveness and identify any needed maintenance needs.
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Budget Spreadsheet

Final Budget line item reallocations are allowed up to 10% and do not need require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Total Amount: $936,000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name Request S pent Cash Leverag e (anticipated) Cash Leverag e (received) Leverag e S o urce T o ta l (o rig ina l) T o ta l (fina l)
Perso nnel $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Co ntra cts $924,000 $746,200 $0 $0 $924,000 $746,200
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services $0 $50,700 $0 $0 $0 $50,700
Direct Suppo rt Services $12,000 $11,800 $0 $0 $12,000 $11,800
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $100 $0 $0 $0 $100
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $936,000 $808,800 $0 $0 $936,000 $808,800

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years S pent Cash Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Ma na g er o f Pro g ra ms 0.00 0.00 $0 $0 $0
Admin Ass t 0.00 0.00 $0 $0 $0

To ta l 0.00 0.00 $0 $0 $0

Explain any budget challenges or successes:

Our ability to estimate engineering expenses is on a steep learning curve. Future grants will take into account the need to budget
adequately for this needed expense. Expensive projects are often caused by specific engineering challenges that come with taking on
challenging wetland habitat projects. They are scrutinized to ensure that they are worth the cost.
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 5,841 7,262 0 0 0 0 0 0 5,841 7,262

To ta l 5,841 7,262 0 0 0 0 0 0 5,841 7,262

T ab le 2. T o tal  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $936,000 $808,800 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $936,000 $808,800

To ta l $936,000 $808,800 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $936,000 $808,800

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 5,634 3,769 0 0 47 202 160 3,291 5,841 7,262

To ta l 0 0 5,634 3,769 0 0 47 202 160 3,291 5,841 7,262

T ab le 4. T o tal  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $351,000 $229,800 $0 $0 $70,000 $496,500 $515,000 $82,500 $936,000 $808,800

To ta l $0 $0 $351,000 $229,800 $0 $0 $70,000 $496,500 $515,000 $82,500 $936,000 $808,800

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  (o rig inal)

0
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T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  ( f inal)

0

Explain the success/shortage of  acre goals:

Not Listed
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Parcel List

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

Becker
Name T RDS Acres T o ta l Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Descriptio n

Hubbel Po nd WMA 13935205 69 $64,771 Yes Co nstruct wa ter co ntro l s tructure

Clearwater
Name T RDS Acres T o ta l Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Descriptio n

Upper Rice  La ke 14536205 1,791 $12,580 Yes Cha nnel clea no ut

Itasca
Name T RDS Acres T o ta l Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Descriptio n

Mo rph Mea do ws 14729216 1,500 $66,974 Yes Co nstruct wa ter co ntro l s tructure/dike

Lac qui Parle
Name T RDS Acres T o ta l Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Descriptio n

La c qui Pa rle -Killen 11842203 153 $345,549 Yes Co nstruct mo is t so il units

Lincoln
Name T RDS Acres T o ta l Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Descriptio n

Blue  Wing  WMA 11246236 21 $76,500 Yes Co nstruct wa ter co ntro l s trucure

Roseau
Name T RDS Acres T o ta l Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Descriptio n

Ro sea u River WMA, Po o l 3 16343218 3,700 $157,657 Yes Dike  co nstructio n a nd repa ir

Todd
Name T RDS Acres T o ta l Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Descriptio n

Sta ples  WMA 13333225 0 $0 Yes Des ig n wa ter co ntro l s tructure

Yellow Medicine
Name T RDS Acres T o ta l Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Descriptio n

Tea rdro p WMA 11544201 28 $70,054 Yes Co nstruct wa ter co ntro l s tructure

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type protect.

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Completed Parcel: Blue Wing WMA

# o f T o ta l Acres: 21
Co unty: Linco ln
T o wnship: 112
Rang e: 46
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 36
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 21
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite:
T o ta l co st o f Resto ratio n/Enhancement: $76,500
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Completed Parcel: Hubbel Pond WMA

# o f T o ta l Acres: 69
Co unty: Becker
T o wnship: 139
Rang e: 35
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 05
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 69
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
T o ta l co st o f Resto ratio n/Enhancement: $64,771

Page 9 o f 16



Completed Parcel: Lac qui Parle-Killen

# o f T o ta l Acres: 153
Co unty: La c qui Pa rle
T o wnship: 118
Rang e: 42
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 03
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 153
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
T o ta l co st o f Resto ratio n/Enhancement: $345,549
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Completed Parcel: Morph Meadows

# o f T o ta l Acres: 1500
Co unty: Ita sca
T o wnship: 147
Rang e: 29
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 16
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 1500
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
T o ta l co st o f Resto ratio n/Enhancement: $66,974
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Completed Parcel: Roseau River WMA, Pool 3

# o f T o ta l Acres: 3700
Co unty: Ro sea u
T o wnship: 163
Rang e: 43
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 18
# o f Acres:
Wetlands/Upland: 3700

# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres:
Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f
Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e
erected at the s ite:

No  - Pro perty ma na g er wa nts  to  pla ce  s ig n a t s ite  lo ca tio n tha t will be  mo st vis ible  during  fa ll hunting  a nd birding  vis its . Tha t
lo ca tio n is  currently no t rea cha ble  due to  wa ter leve ls , but ma na g er will pla ce  s ig n when tra il beco mes  pa ssa ble .

T o ta l co st o f
Resto ratio n/Enhancement: $157,657
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Completed Parcel: Staples WMA

# o f T o ta l Acres: 0
Co unty: To dd
T o wnship: 133
Rang e: 33
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 25
# o f Acres:
Wetlands/Upland: 0

# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres:
Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f
Water (if applicable):

Has  there been s ig nag e
erected at the s ite:

No  - This  wa s  funding  ($2,940)  to  beg in pre limina ry survey wo rk fo r the  repla cement o f a  wa ter co ntro l s tructure  a t Sta ples  WMA.
Further des ig n wo rk will be  needed in the  future . No  a cres  will be  cla imed a nd no  s ig n will be  pla ced until pro ject is  a ctua lly
co nstructed.

T o ta l co st o f
Resto ratio n/Enhancement: $0
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Completed Parcel: Teardrop WMA

# o f T o ta l Acres: 28
Co unty: Yello w Medicine
T o wnship: 115
Rang e: 44
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 01
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 28
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
T o ta l co st o f Resto ratio n/Enhancement: $70,054
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Completed Parcel: Upper Rice Lake

# o f T o ta l Acres: 1791
Co unty: Clea rwa ter
T o wnship: 145
Rang e: 36
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 05
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 1791
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land:
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite:
T o ta l co st o f Resto ratio n/Enhancement: $12,580
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Parcel Map

Accelerated Shallow Lakes and Wetlands Restoration
and Enhancement , Phase 3

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend

Page 16 o f 16


